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THE CHAIR IN TRANSIT or 
THE CHAIR BECOMES A LOVESEAT 


NOTE: The GTB has determined that below Paragraph is hazardous toa 
those whe aren’t particularly remantic or whoa have allergies. 

"In Serins a yvouns man’s ideology 

Lishtivy turns te applied biclasy." 

Oeden Nash 

Sprins has arrived and with it all those crazy urges and desires 
that afflict humans at this time of vear. Even though thev hate 
to admit it, they were creatures of instinct not too longs age. 
When there“s no more snow on the ground, the air is warm, and the 
frast has broken, ther must get out of hibernation. Ther bud (no 
hyrdra Jokes, Please). They graw. 


Sprins makes humans go slightIlv mutts. The same changes that 
signal Plant growth and animal awakenins messes ure humans” 
hormones. Somethinas inside them goes PING! and the fever begins. 
They can“t wait to leave their houses and heavy coats that there 
been hiding in all winter longs. Ther vearn to abandon for a 
mament the heat from their main frames and disk drives and warm 


themselves in the springs air. They want to dance like Fred 
Astaire in Easter Parade (which I’ve Just seen) and rick 
daffodils. Ther want ta be frivolous (they can’t fool me). Ther 
want to change and start anew. Ther want to be in love (if not 
today, then tomorrow. Trust me.) 


The changes come in all sizes. Thase can be as small as new 
glasses or hair stvles (very radical for some of us) or as bis as 
new Jobs, places toa live» or lifestvles. The urge is there. Now 
you can ask the question, "Why is she writing all of this?" (Why 
IS she writing all of this?) Because our members are good 
examples of these changes. (And if yvau wait while I lift of Ff the 
gauzy curtain I711 tell vou.) 


Mike Bentley is now in the wilds of Rochester workings on 
something invol- ing the 68000 and medical test eauipment. It 
sounds very challensing and I hore that it doesn’t cut into his 
writing time for Apa-Tech. 


Marty returned from the West Coast Computer Faire with high hores 
for his new new threaded language, Runic. He had a booth there 
where he demonstrated Kunic and presented a rarer on it at ane 
of the sessions. His chief trepidation had been the presence of 
the entire contisent from the Forth Interest Grour (FIG), 
devotees/ worshippers of another threaded lansuage. Aside from 
them threatening to Iynch him: Runic was greeted with interest 
and a lot of encauragsins words. The president of FIG even 
invited Marty to attend the FIG dinner (mavbe they figured that 
banauet food would be Punishment enoush for his crime.) 


Marty too has made the big decision to pull ure raots and move. 

At the end of April he will be moving to the new mecca of General 
Technics, namely Kalamazoo, He’11 be working with Alex at the 
Computer Room. He has also decided to become a slumlord and a 
homeowner -- he has just bought a two arartment hause. His new 
address is 325 W. Walnut St: right across the street from us. 
He“1}l be pPostmailing as secon as he recovers from the shock. 


Misha finally got sae sick of Houston that he’s left Leckeed and 
and has returned to Fort Collins. Hes got a job with a small 
company that writes environmental impact statements. Hell be 
working there a vear to get his Colorado residency back and then 
he’s going back to school to get his PhD. Will we finally have a 
Professor in our midst? 


Jamie has made the move to live with his lady love. We is alsa 
moving into a better job. Good luck in both endeavors. 


And in case any of vou haven’t heard, I sot mrself engaged ta 
Alex. I think that he’s used to the idea br now (s0 marbe I can 
untie him.) 


Don’t forget! Greg Ruffa is the guest editor af this comings 
issue of Ara-Tech, Ara-Tech #13. Send all material for that 


issue to him. Dlan’t send anvthina toa me. lf vou de I) Just 
have to send it to him and debit -vrour account for postage. 


Watch your account balances! Same af vou are running pretty Tow 
on funds. If vou’re too low instead of getting vour A-T vou’ll 
get a measly post card informins vou that it’s being held for 
ransom in leiu of money. (Please keep my bank balance large.) 


That’s all till four months from new (from me, anywar3 I’m sure 
that Gres will have much to sav.) Remember that next issue is 

our secand anniversary so I hore that we“ll break all previaus 

Page counts (and sive Grea a crash course in what it’s like to 

run an apa) to celebrate this auspicious occasion. Take gaod 

care of vourselves and take same time to relax. 


ABOUT THE COVER 

Congratulations! You have just received the latest in 
APA-Tech Coverware. Yours is number 4 in a very limited 
edition of 35, which won't be repeated if I have anything to 
say about it. But after all, how many APAs have a full-color, 
hand-painted cover? The 35 Jupiter prints came from an AIAA 
{that's the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, 
and student memberships are really cheap. Contact your local 
chapter for details.) wine and cheese party. Nobody objected 
when I said "anybody mind if I take more than one of these?" 
so I took 35. The logo was designed by me and applied through 
a process that used to be known as hand-printing. Utilizing 
only the most modern materials, I created a laminated cardboard 
aaee, then applied iridescent acrylic paint with a synthetic 
sponge. Isn't science wonderful? Repro quality was unfortunately 
somewhat uneven, so if you've got a good one you're lucky. Early 
prints were marred by an inexperienced technique and later ones 
suffered from a degenerating master, but there are a choice few 


from the middle.. e 


ABOUT THE OTHER SIDE OF THIS PAGE 
My roommate Dave received this from a friend of his, who 
got it lord-knows-where. I don't know how many of you might have 
seen it, but I felt it was open reproducing here for those who 
haven't. Anyway, it Prevents White Space. 


That's all from me for this bit, I have to get back to my zine. 


Sito P de 
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Sciemer Fiction. Review. Spring. 71» 


This fast-breaking news flash 
... should have reached you fifteen 


years ago. Sorry, gang, I was slow 
on the uptake. The Pierson'’s pup- 
peteers must have been on Earth for 
much longer than that, but it's been 
at least fifteen years since they 
first showed their hand. 


We've known about these aliens 
for about that long. They rule a 
Sizeable interstellar trading empire. 
Three-legged creatures four feet tall 
at the shoulder, two-headed, with 
mouths that serve also as hands and 
a brain case between the bases of 
the necks ... their biological skills 
must be almost magical, to have dis- 
guised themselves as human. They 
should have changed their characters 
too, since that was what gave them 
away. 


The puppeteers are cowards. No, 
that's too simplistic. Cowardice is 
a philosophy and a religion with the 
puppeteers. They are fanatics as re- 
gards safety. On the puppeteer world 
there are no hard surfaces and no 
sharp corners to raise bruises. 

Their machinery and their power 
sources are infinitely dependable. 


And they caused the Man-Kzin 
Wars in order to breed a "rational" 
_kzin; they brought into being the 
Birthright Lotteries in order to ex- 
periment with human evolution; they 
caused the Fall of the Cities on the 
Ringworld in order to gain a trade 
advantage. Clearly the puppeteers 
love to meddle, eapecially with al- 
ien species. 


It now seems certain that Ralph 
Nader is a Pierson's puppeteer. His 
record speaks for itself: a fanat- 
ical pursuit of safety in all things, 

_ often to the point of madness. But 
there is corroborating evidence. 


1) Ralph Nader has been quoted 
as saying that plutonium is the most 
toxic substance on Earth. Now, there 
are not many poisons that will sig- 
nal you from across a room, if you're 
carrying a Geiger counter. But Mr. 
Nader's statement is stranger than 
that. It is as if he never heard of 
botulism toxin, which is thousands 
of times more toxic than plutoniun. 
How many humans among you have never 
heard of botulism toxin? Could it 
be that his species is immme to bot- 
ulism toxin? 


2) Mr. Nader is known to have 
switched from an electric typewriter 
to a manual, in order to save elec- 
trical power. It's easy enough to 
compute that the power he saves in 


this fashion would be the same if he 
had changed a 100-watt bulb for a 

40-watt bulb, anywhere in his house. 
It's tempting to jump to the conclu- 
sion that the man can't add and sub- 


tract. This is difficult to believe 
of a Pierson's puppeteer. 


But ... puppeteers throw huge 
amounts of power around very casual- 
ly. In escaping the galactic core 
explosion they didn't bother with 
spacecraft; their Fleet consists of 
five worlds moving almost at light- 
speed. Mr. Nader may be confused by 
a problem of scale. An electric 
typewriter uses too little power for 
a puppeteer to notice. 


3) Consider the automobile seat 
belt as of, say, 1974. That seat 
belt was designed to Mr. Nader's 
specifications. I own a 1974 car. 
My seat belt not only screams at me_ 
if I don't have it fastened, but 
won't let me start the car. 


And a woman was raped by four 
big men. because her car wouldn't 
start. They didn't give her time to 
fasten her seat belt. Any human be- 
ing could have predicted such a re- 
sult. 


And any human being could have 
predicted that strokes and ulcers 
and heart attacks would be caused by 
a car owner's frustration with his 
arrogant machinery. Or with the 
5Smph speed limit, for that matter. 
Ralph Nader didn't. 


4) You want more proof? There's 
away to go after it. If Mr. Nader 
is indeed a Pierson's puppeteer, or 
even if he fears atomics as much as 
he claims, he certainly carries a 
Geiger counter at all times. Find- 
ing it may take some skill. It could 
be wristwatch-sized, or ring-sized 
or even implanted. 


# # # 
We have no way of knowing how 


many puppeteers now wander among us 
in human guise, going about their 
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mission to turn the Earth into a 
world safe for Pierson's puppeteers 
«+. and a world desperate to purchase 
power from the puppeteer-owned Gener- 
al Products Corporation. But they 
should be easy to recognize. 


They are compulsive meddlers; 
they are fanatics on the subject of 
safety; their meddling causes many 
deaths due to power brown-outs and 
blackouts, because they don't under- 
stand industrial power at the rela- 
tively tiny levels practiced on 
Earth. They don't want us doing re- 
search in DNA, because we might . 
stumble onto their own methods. 
Their understanding of himan beings 
is faulty. 


If a two-headed, three-legged 
creature has enough biological skill 
to disguise itself as human, it may 
equally well be using dolphin or — 
whale form to meddle with the cust- 
oms and evolution of those intelli- 
gent races. Now, a good many organ-. 
izations, . including Jacques Coust- 
eau's, are trying both to save the 
whales and to ban nuclear power - 
plants. It seems a peculiar pair- 
ing of totally unrelated subjects -- 
unless these disguised puppeteers are 
trying both to build a world safe 
for puppeeers and to protect their 
spies among the cetacean population. 


One more point. Puppeteers do 
not favor space travel. The human 
longing for the stars is not in then. 
A’ sane puppeteer is never seen off 
his own planet; he doesn't trust 
spacecraft. Our invaders did not 
come here willingly, and they are 
not sane even by puppeteer standards. 


A Pierson's puppeteer may be ex- 
pected to seek power of one kind or 
another. If he chooses politics, he 
will vote against funding for human- 
built spacecraft; in favor of ever 
more restrictions on nuclear power 
plants; against fusion research; and 
in favor of preserving the environ- 
ment regardless of cost to citizens. 
What he says in public may sound id- 
iotic to human beings. Problems of 
scale will confuse him; he may be 
found speaking of solar-powered auto- 
mobiles and the like. His private 
dealings may follow puppeteer pat- 
terns: blackmail as a part of norn- 
al trading, for example, and an un- 
healthy level of paranoia. 


As I say, they should be easy 
to recognize. And what do we do 
then? . 


Frankly, I haven't been able to 
think of a thing. 


RAAAKEKRKARAKRKKKRKRERKK ERKRKKEREREKREEREKRE 
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‘the most powerful and carefully reasoned-of the recent "abuse of 


» 


“60510. This is fat last!) 


{A} NONE OF THE ABOVE 
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A page in the bewildering saga of one 
We Skeffington Higgins, amateur Magnet 
Measurement Operator and professional 
Science Fiction Fan. Headquartered at 
Apartment 1A, 853 Lorlyn Drive, West 
Chicage, Illinois 60185, or (312)293-1050. 
Bigger mailboxes, as well as intense 
proton beams and supplies. of liquid 
nitrogen and helium, available at 4.S. 
344, Fermilab, Box 500, Batavia, Illinois 


Spinthairiscope Media Publication number 
Ten. Or is it Eleven? 
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Bye Tracks in the Sands of Time 


We bibliomaniacs are constantly swapping notes on what's good 
to read, and what to avoid. This is a fair reason for keeping a 
BM or two around in one's social circle. In this spirit I would 
like to recommend a few excelient volumes I have read recently. 


Rockets, Missiles, and Space Travel, by Willy Ley-- An 
eminently readable history of rocketry. Willy was one of our 
century's great science writers, and this is the subject where 
he really shines. The book went through seven or eight editions 
as Ley added more and more new developments. He really did his 
homework, but in addition he was on the scene from the 1920's 
onward, and was personally involved with the ViR's efforts to 


Oo 
develop ligquid-fuel rockets. I have read about all this stuff a THAMes r 
hundred times before, but I found the book enthralling Kurt, TULbIO, 
nonetheless. AND MART] 


Less Than Words Can Say, by Richard Mitchell-- This is by far 


English" books. Rather than taking pot shots at bureaucrats,s@ 

advertising, and the military, Mitchell identifies the source off : 
most of our language problems as the educational. system. He 
demonstrates that the typical writer of that empty, meaningless 
prose which abounds in our society is not simply careless-- he 
is a victim of "a worm in the brain," eating away the ability to 
think and communicate logically. I STRONGLY RECOMMEND THIS BOOK 
TO EVERYBODYIIL 


How to Lie with Statistics, by parrell Huff, illustrated by 


irving Geis-- This I95f book is Still definitive. Through many -———er/ 
- examples it demonstrates the various ploys one can use to 


aBrediats” "Hathggad tees 'ReBER: Bie siegt anedrekemengeaty rand 


cS Avi 
‘ ng the « 
tricks a Berea . réadex an awareness these 
nd distortions. Read Mitchell's book for words, read 


pros ! 


(Aj 


None of the Above 


this one for numbers, and it will be much more difficult for The 
Government, Business, Madison Avenue, The Chicon Committee, or 
anybody else to pull the wool over your eyes. How to Lie is 


also one of the best examples I have seen of {Illustrations . Jae 


complementing text perfectly-- Mr. Bentley please note. . 


The Supper of zhe Lamb, by Robert Farrar Capon-~ How cen I. 
review this one Te is 2 cookbook, but it is more than a 
cookbook. It ee over with a love for food ané wine and all 
created things. The late (alas!) Joe Evans assigned this for 
his "Basic Concepts of Political Philosophy". course at Wotre 
Dame. The first question on the first exam was “eby. has this 
reading been assigned for this class?" 


The answer, nearly as I can make it out, is : that. Capon 
prometes a new way cf Seeing (Jce would at least have written, it 
with a capital S, or more likely have hyphenated it: .. see-ing) 
the kitchen. We all need a fresh look at our world if we are 
not to go stale, and Capon provides this in a most. delightful. 
way. It* is a cookbook for people who hate cookbooks ~--or even 
cook ing-— and, having read it, you will never look at an onion 

the same way again. 


Quote of the Month 

"The fourth dimension is Money.” “-R. Ke Barger 

One or two of you vave bugged me concerning the titles of my 
apazines. It happens that I enjoy making up titles so much that 
¥ use a new one every mailing. But I suppose there is no reason 
to make you suffer, so on this ocecasion of the pubiscetsen of 
the tenth Spinthairiscope Media zine, I offer 


The Observer’s Guide to Spintnairiscope Media Publication 


Titles 


1. Why Did the Chicken Cross the Mébius Strip? -- A question I 
devised which seemingly can have no answer. (Pinxit 1) 


2. Anything Loose Is Bein' Fiang --An expression describing a 


lively discussion, - which 1 gucted from a Pogo strip. (Pinxit 


2) 


3. . Alexander’s Ragtime Bandersnatch -~A pun on a popular song 
(not, interestingly enough, in ragtime itself) _ and Lewis 
Carroll’s frumious Bandersnatuh, which of course pops up gasp 
in Niven s stories. (Apa~Tech a). 


4a, Roses to peaden the Clods as They Fall --A line from 
“Streets of Laredo." Look it up. (Apa-Tech 5) 


Ss Etaoin Corflu --A small fannish perturbation of the 
printer’s mnemonic, "etaoin shrdlu." These are the letters 

appearing most frequently in English, in order of frequency. 
(Ave-Teca 6) 


&. She War Built nike a Brick Synchrotron -~~Once Barry Gehm was 


fr) 


{Al Bene of the Above 


wisiting here and had to caten a plane. We had enough time for 
one, but not both, of two things: giving him a tour of Fermilab, 
or visiting Angel. He decided that the machine would still be 
here on his next visit into town, and opted for Angel. I was 
impressed that her womanly virtues could compete even with the 
World s Largest Proton Synchrotron... .(Apa~Tech 7) 


7. A Licorice Bazooka --One among many unlikely candies in Mrs. 
Quoad’s collection." From the Disgusting English Candy Drill 
scene in Thomas Pynchon’s novel, Gravity’s Rainbow. {(Apa-Tech 


7(2?). (This is apparently where I fouled up the numbering 
system somehow... maybe this is the eleventh SM zine...) Ten 
O'clock Squalor --Pun on the nursery rhyme: “A diller, a dollar, 
a ten o'clock scholar." In my school days I sometimes didn’t 
show up for Quantum Mechanics until ten-fifteen or so... 
(Apa-Tech 9) . 


8. You Are the Clown of Creation --Remember the old Jefferson 


Airplane -song “You are the Crown of Creation?" (Apa-Tech 10, 


Shadow Postmailing)~ © werd 


9. Hot as a Pistol, but Cool Inside ~-Robert Hunter ‘s 


description of Neal Cassady, from the Grateful Dead song , "Hes 
Gone.” Does anybody here know who Neal Cassady is, or am I 
talking into a vacuum? (Apa-Tech 11, postmailing) es 


is. (A) None of the Above -~A simple joke on multiple-choice 


tests. (Present mailing, Apa~Tech 12, i hope. .«.) 


See? None of those was too hard, wag it? “For the archivists. 


among you, I should point cut that Binxzit ALatin for "He 
paints") was Lisa Mason’s ‘unfortunately ‘short-lived apa for 
artists. Kurt Erichsen was also a member. - 


I shall have to straighten out my numbering system, and 


announce the results in my next issue dg 1% Av¥iddy ddydd. 
Mailing Comments cnssth oe Pee 


£1 will try to keep this relatively brief, as my zines have 


been weighty: lately. And not even a thirteen-page monster can. 


get a comment out of Steve Johnson. 3 


ReneGe-~ How come Bob Osband {s STILL iisted as "Richard?" 


Bill Re-- My: lamented Adventure game was also a "plug-in" 


type; that is, the structure of the game was mostly independent 
of the rooms, objects, and doorways that made up the dungeon. 


Se it would be pretty easy for a user without a lot of 


programming skill to invent his own versien of the dungeon, 
providing he knew the tules for putting it together. 


Rod-~ My favorite Niven nowel is still World of Ptavvs, his 
first. it dis very tightly. plottec and fas a great density of 
ideas. //Isn't there a 2elagny steory~~ "The Collector?" -= 


that features a crealure like your Suck Rock? __ 


Dave L.-~ I am. enjoying Weinstein s The Fillostrated Fans. f 
Dictionary. Still pretty curious about those Stones, thoughe* 
7/< have boon meaning to mention this to you since we put “the 
Chicago Pyro together: When doing cartoons, try to make them 
either five inches or ten inches wide, so theyJre easy to fit 
into the format. - //Someday I will tell the full story of Dry 
[ce Capyades... //A nasty letter to the Hyatt is in order, 
regariing your parking woes. .-Maybe they can ditch the bums 
currently running the garage before any more SF cons are held 
there. A word to the City-of~the-Big~Shoulders~Concom wouldn t 
hurt, either. // Speaking of . Toledo, does anybody. have the 
words to the song John Denver. sang about that town? - 


The hangar shot you speak of from 2001 was seen from inside 
the space station s hub, That’s.why the ship is stationary and 
the star background is rotating! . There is .nearly “negligible 
weight ther®;, so the placement of control rooms. and windows is 
arbitrary. // Totally lost? Damn. So much for my 
erystal-clear explication . of the Doppler effect. I thought it 
was simple, but I guess my opinion doesn t count for much... // 
The term "New Wave" seems to have come to SF from art via jazz. 
So it doesn t really belong just to us. And it. will probably 
Pop up again in some unrelated field, further down the pike of 
History. ey, > oa 


Martha-- I encountered in ‘Ted Nelson?s writing the 
distinction between "software," described as the instructions or 
programs to perform a series of operations, and "“data," the 
stuff on which the cperations are performed. So books, records, 
and videotapes are not really "software" under this 
distinction-~ which you may OF may not agree is a useful one. 


Misha-- "Out into the void? could be a lot closer to home 
than another stellar system. It could mean exploiting resources 
in the asteroid or cometary belts, far from Earth, where little 
interference from distant groundhog politicians can be expected. 


Valli-~-— Television has brought us. a lot of gocd things, but @ 
most of them seem to have been old movies. Even the best of 
teevee is fairly mediocre. Only occasionally does it rise to 
truly exciting levels: I recall the recent PBS special on 
puppetry, hosted by Jim Henson: lots of the appearances of Steve 
Allen, one of my heroes; and. coverage of the space program, back 


when the networks thought people cared. 


Jamie-- Tom Krabacher has recently departed for Ghana with 
his wife Shirley. // Caught the second Lupin IIZ film at 
Capricon; it was very impressive. A standard. spy/caper plot, 
which could easily have been a mediocre film if shot in live 
action, was given fascinating touches of humor and mood through 
clever use of animation. While the animation wags way above the 
Saturday Morning level, it was nothing special. But the 


{A} 


Sone of the Above 


animators included detail at ‘ust the right spets, and their 
control over colors was quite effective. // How did you write 
the celestial mechanics of your’ Spacewar program? A few 
equations or lines of code might help pin down the problem. /f 
Thanks for the ARPANET hint. Working on it... // 


.,f find the Trimble s’ notes on. "Your. Voting Rights" a little 
ominous; I would rather not have a Worldcon that was overly 
sympathetic toward fringefans. Rumor has it that there are TWO 
LeA. in °84 bids, one backed by Bruce Pelz and his buddies, the 
other by the Trimbles. Presumably the second committee is what 
they have in minc when they say, "By carefully selecting a 
committee which has a record of being sympathetic toward special 
interest groups, fandom could be rocked!" WNo, thank you. 


Greg-- “Hemlock Five, this is Tango Bravo Niner. Please read 
ime your revised orbital elements..." 


Like cartoons? Read the splendid Of Mice and Magic by 
Leonard Matlin. It is a history, arranged by studios, of the 
American theatrical cartoon. I found the section on Warner 


Bros. especialy good, maybe because I?ve seen so many of their. 


films. // This mailing seems to have reaped your best crop of 
puns yet! // Discussing unreduced Voyager data as it comes in 
has the same immediacy and excitement as early election results. 
Sure, it’s shakier than the papers which will eventually appear 
in Science, but it involves the TV viewer in part cf the fun. 
God would 

if He did net want us to look at it right away. 


Of COURSE IT IS NOT TOO EARLY TO TRY FOR A SPACE TELESCOPE 
JOBIit Might as well write directly to the newly appointed 
director of the STI, Arthur D. Code of the University of 
Wisconsin’s astronomy department. 


Jon-— Weve known for a long time that Schawlow is. Crazy. 
Didn?t he invent the laser typewriter eraser, and the trick of 
popping a blue Mickey Mouse balloon sitting inside a clear one? 
toam still a little confused-~ did you repeat the jello laser 


experiments yourself, or did you just spread the story of it. 


around fandom? Jerry Corrigan ran off copies of the journal 
article for Todd and myself. . 

Gordon-~ Maybe you and Jamie can start up an underground 
Cartrivision network. //I am by no means a social misfit, but I 
spent a lot of years waiting for something like fandom, and I am 
glad I found it. I, too, have found that SF tends to take up 
ali my social energies-- at least in a town like Chicago with 
its large fannisnh community-- and that I must work hard to 
maintain contact with my non-fannish (though hardly "mundane!") 
friends and relatives. 


Stevee- Will the proposed robot exhibition/contest at 
Benvention crash and burn? , 


not have allowed us to send data at the speed of peau 


{A} Sone of tre Abuve 


Nike Be-~ I, too, wanted to know more . about how Domino 2 
worked. But Michaelmas is not that kind of novel, and I’m not — 
sure Budrys knows. (Corner him at some con and ask.): I 


respected the author's decision not to go into the nuts and : 
bolts; because that has no real relevance to the novel. What is 
impertant is. that Domino is a. person, | a character as full 
developed as any other in the book, even though he. js: also:*® 
machine o // For the record, the Capricon trivia contest was 
wery good, to the extent that the final single/double . Jeopardy 
round ended in a 900-900 tie! Roxanne, Jim, and Z lost the 
tie-breaker when we couldn't think of as many Norton titles as 
Doug, Gretchen and Jerry. But we had a good. time-~ it was a 
gripping contest, and the yquestions were really good. 4/ 
Jealous of Carl Sagan? Write lots about science and become 
famous yourself! I am sure Carl will not stand in your. way. // 
English is obviously not as bad as Romatce languages or German 
when it comes to investing words with a gerder bias. // You 
are so taken with the 432-- can you tell us just what effect the 
introduction ef the 68000, 28000, and other i6-bit machines had 
upon the computer field? It seems to me they made relatively 
little splash, compared to the appearances of, Say, 
minicomputers or the 8080. , Boe 


Keith-- Dijikstra “started the whole structured. language 
business?" Excuse me-- but isn t Algol structured? and is it 
not a very old language? If it wae lying around for so. long, 
why did the anti-GO TO craze take until 1968 to get started? // 
Because of the enormous distributioca advantages of SFR and 
Locus, there is no way Pyrotechnics could win a augo, unless 
Somehow the semiprozines aze eliminated from the category, and 
the “real” fanzines such as Janus, File 779, and Rune stand a 
fighting chance again. Also note that P Pyre is’ “really a 
newsletter for a small segment of fandom, and as things stand 
now would not even get read, much less voted for, by more than a 
small fraction {(19%7) of the finai-ballot voters Print runs 
would have to be more like thousands to have any effect. 


If I said that almost every word of your description of fans 
applies to me, you wouldn’t have much of a fight on your haads, 
would yeu? (Too bad you didn?t catch me writing this MC on an 
even day cf the month...} 


Late-Breaking Deodahs 


pemm. Computer refuses te erint 
apostrophes. I will have to put them in by hend. 


What whu.d Zappa ray? Sere are the missing onegs 
Beste esas oe Ph eH RET OTA ARV ER TOKE oe 


News flash; Phe Adwinietration 
budget just subratted te Congress 
soneains mo significant oats or 
,acreases for high-energy physica. 
“his dneludes the Tevatron protects. 
The way averyone bases =F gatteng 
acrewed, T'd Lee 4 Lf HEP” 
Radin ‘ bs been gunning Qaaned 


Cte. ‘Moet S THs ' TLLLIo ? 
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I think it is time to reconsider the UPS proposal for.mailing zines to 
Chicago, Renee, please note... 


This is another early one, folks. I don't want to mail the zine to 
Renee (especially after March 22nd when the postage rates will rise/rose 
again), so it's hack it out before Marcon time. And naturally, I'm once 
again producing the midnight special. On the other hand, I think I'm awake 
this time, so maybe I'll be a trifle more coherent. 


It's summer job search time at beautiful KGSM, that annual prdécedure 
where first year MM students try to find jobs so that they can go out and 
apply their year's training and gain valuable experience which can be used 
to inflate your starting salary next year when you go looking for a 
permanent type job. It is a royal pain. 


You see, these companies look real favorably on work experience--that 
(also) valuable commodity of which I have none, outside of my computer 
work at U of I on PLATO. (Not to say that that hasn't been somewhat 
helpful—-I think it got me my interview with Arthur Andersen's Management 
Information Systems Consulting Division-—-but I don't want another summer 
job doing computer programming! On the other hand, I'd prefer it to - 
unemployment, so...) 


There's also the problem that a lot of the jobs are not in Chicago. 
Leaving aside for the moment whether or not I want my permanent employment 
to be in Chicago, there are major logistical constraints that become 
relevant when taking a summer job. Not the least of which is: what am I 
going to do about this apartment (that I worked so hard to find)? If I 
have to abandon ship for the summer, I can either sublet or give up the 
place, neither of which is really desirable. Ah well, I suppose I can 
cross that bridge when I come to it. 


(The above are all symptoms of that pre-finals week syndrome—~the finals 
are next week, the job search is going full blast~-it's enough to give you 
IN-DI-GES-TION! (Take Pepto-Bismol, I know...) And, of course, I'm going 
to spend the weekend before finals at Marcon. Well, no one said I was 
sane. ) 


I might also mention that KGSM tuition will be up 17.4% next year——the 
highest percentage (and real dollar) increase at Northwestern. This at the 
same time that the Tribune is printing an article on the declining value 
of the MBA. Maybe computer programming isn't so bad after all... 


Enough complaining about school, anyway. I've got to find something 
new and entertaining to complain about... 


On the space program front, Time magazine reports that Reagan and 
Stockman are "ardent space buffs". Nice to know. Unfortunately, NASA 
took budget cuts anyway. (But was it politically possible to maintain 
NASA's budget at the same time that you're cutting food stamps? Damfino.) 


Also, as you all know by now, the space shuttle launch went perfectly, 
despite the loss of a few tiles. Hokay, now we can get down to business. 


(This is a heckuva way to put my membership in the ChUSFA Magic 
Committee on the line, but what the hey-—you only go round once in life, 
so you've got to grab all the gusto you can, right?) 


Speaking of the Magic Committee, let me mention (because I'm truly 
proud of it) a marvelous piece of magical schtick that I pulled at the 
Saturday night filksing at Capricon. You see, Clif Flynt had left the 
room to get a drink of water and had been gone for about fifteen minutes-~ 
an unusually long time to spend on such a simple errand. On the other hand, 
he'd left his guitar, so I knew that he'd be back eventually. On the third 
hand (useful when fingering certain chords) though, Clif and I left the 
Confusion filksing, leaving guitars behind and didn't return for two hours 
(we weren't up for listening to Horde songs, so it was by no means certain 
that he would be back in the near future. Nevertheless, I was on a roll 
that night, so I decided to stick my neck out. 


Retrogression: Clif wrote an amusing little (14 (short) verses) filksong 
called "Mama Rosa's" which you may or may not have heard. It tells of the 
misadventures of an IRS agent who boards Mama's orbiting spaceport, bar, and 
bawdyhouse in search of back taxes. It's rather amusing. Well, in those 
long ago days before Northamericon, Clif sent me the lyrics in exchange for 
"Space Is Dark", and since I don't write a lot of humorous filk, I learned 
the piece so that I'd know at least one upbeat song that only one other 
filker knew. Clif then showed poor judgement-—he failed to show up for 
NASFIC (he was busy doing renovations around the house he lived in at the 
time). Since Clif wasn't there, and the song weren't hardly nailed down, 

I stole it. Unmercifully. At least once a day. I'm also sure that I gave 
credit to Clif, but maybe I didn't do it loudly enough. 


So Windycon rolls around and Clif and I along with other filkers are 
sitting around in a hotel room having a little filksing. Well, now between 
NASFIC and Windy, I acquired (on loan from the U of I library) a copy of 
Brady's Bend and Other Ballads by Martha Keller. The book is noteworthy 
because a number of the poems have been set to music and show up with 
regularity at sings. For the past year, I had listened to people like 
Anne Passovoy and Juanita Coulson complain about. the fact that noone had 
put "Brady's Bend" to music. In fact, Anne claimed that it was probably 
impossible. She sat down and chanted the opening to the poem as she tapped 
out the rhythm on the back.of her cuitar, and it struck me that I could hear 
the proper tune in Anne's inflections—-it was just a matter of getting a 
copy of the poem and working it out. And many months later, I got the 
book and did so, and was insufferably proud of myself. I was just waiting 
to trot the song out at Windycon. 


“ 


(About this time, there should be someone in the audience asking what 
all this has to do with Mama Rosa's, Magic Committees, ete. Have patience, ) 


So I tell everyone that I put Brady's Bend to music, and Clif tells me 
that he has too. I play mine at him first, and we discover that the two 
versions are identical with the exception of one minor chord change. This 
seemed interesting. Clif then pointed out that he had done his version at 
Windycon the previous year. Oh, I said. Maybe I heard it, maybe I didn't. . 
I didn't remember it consciously, at any rate. 


I'm moderately embarassed at this point-~it's a comedown to discover 
that you have (semi-)independently recreated someone else's song. And 
then Judy Voros (nee Bentley) asks me to play Mama Rosa's. *pgleep* 


Look of sheer horror crosses my face. "I won't sing Mama Rosa's. 
Clif will sing Mama Rosa's." Clif meanwhile is enjoying putting on various 
expressions of mock indignation. I apologize to Clif, Clif sings the song, 
and the matter is generally forgotten. 


Ok, time passes, and another Windycon rolls around. Once again, Clif 
and I are in a room sing with assorted other filkers, and Leah Fisher (who 
was not present at the previous year's sing) asks me to play Mama Rosa's. 
*gleep again* About this time, we were starting to wonder if there was 
a curse on this song. 


Now it's time for Chambanacon, It's Friday night, I'm in the filksing 
room with assorted other singers, but not Clif who is still somewhere in 
' transit between Shampoo-Banana and Ann Arbor. And someone asks me to sing 
Mama Rosa's. Well, why not? Clif's not here, and there's no telling when 
he'll show up. 


I'm four verses into the song, and Clif walks into the sing. I've 
been had again! (He had just arrived at the con, you see, just in time 
to catch me borrowing his song again...) Well, now we know there's a 
curse on the song. 


Which brings us back to Saturday night at Capricon. Clif's been gone 
for fifteen minutes, it's my turn to do a song, and the brain has just 
gone into high gear (must be a combination of too much caffeine and not 
enough sleep). , 


"Did you know," I asked, "that I am an amateur magician?" 
“Why, no," replies unsuspecting soul in audience. 


"Well, I am, and I'm going to cast a little spell right now, Clif 
Summoning I." And with that, I break into Mama Rosa's. 


Six verses into the song, the totally unsuspecting Clif walks through 
the door, and everyone breaks up laughing. I finish the song, and then 
explain to Clif (with the help of Phil Parker's tape recorder) what had 
happened. "How does it feel," I asked, "to know that your will is not 
your own?! 


Not bad for an amateur... (Would you believe I learned this simple 
technique from Psionics Made Simple by John W. Campbell? No? Ah well...) ¥ 


WELLHOOBOYITBANTIMEFORANUDDERTARI LLINGEPISODEOFMAILINGCOMMENTSINDESKY , DE 
ST TORYOF ONEITALT ANAMERICANTYPEWRI TERVOTHASLANDEDINGYLIVINGROONONITSWAYTO > 
DEMOONSOFYUPITER. . « 


GIB: Have you considered taking the bus? I know it's the pits, but it is 
relatively affordable... 


HE: Re my ct Gretchen—-perhaps I did not make myself sufficiently clear, 

I like your zine, Gretchen, I like it a lot. Unfortunately, I must have 
been a bit fosgy when I typed that comment. What I meant to imply was 

that I hoped to see more material that you initiated as opposed to mailing 
comments which reply to/comment on other zines. (not to say that I don't want 
you to write mailing comments—all I need is to start another round of 
nisinterpretation here), and that if you did so, I would endeavor to reward 
you as best I can--with a fat and juicy mailing comment. 


Can I stop apologizing now? 


(Also, allow me to note that Gretchen has never tried to get into 
my lungs...) i 


ROD: Yes, that is a terrible place to break your story. Um, have you 
considered exceeding a two page limit on your zine? The story line looks 
interesting, though, and I would like to see where you are heeding.» 


LASERGRAM: There is no basic difference between a Jerry Capriaai and a 
Gerald Corrigan. As to why everyone in ChUSFA is a Gerald Corrigan—it's 
kind of a long story, but... 


The root cause was Jerry's job as hotel liaison at Whatcon I. As hotel 
liaison, he was responsible for reserving the rooms for the GOH (Gordy) 
and the FGOHs (the Passovoys). He cleverly did so in and under his name. 
He also booked the room for the concom. As a result, all these people 
were masquerading under the name Gerald Corrigan--at least as far as the 
Holiday Inn cared. (Un)fortunately, Bob Passovoy thought this was too good 
a gag to pass up. So did I. So did several other people. It was decided 
that all the attendees at Whatcon must actually be Gerald Corrigans. 


So much for Jerry's idea of remaining a relatively anonymous member 
of fandom. (It never would have worked in the long run, anyway-—Jerry 
is not cut out for anonymity.) 


As to why everything is. Bentley's fault-—he catalyzed the formation 
of ChUSFA through his absence. Naturally anything that goes wrong around 
ChUSFA must be Bentley's fault, because he (in absentia) started it all. 

(Is there such a thing as a substance which exhibits catalytic activity 
when removed from a reaction? Does thiotimoline ride again?) 


Re yr ct long distance: ITT has still not opened their Skokie number, . 
so I am still dependent on Ma Bell. *damn* 


“a 


MARTHA: Welcome to the pool-—come on in, the corflu's fine? 


YAAITSS: Thanks for the Voyager update. It's amazing when you consider 
how much more info we are getting from Voyager than we did from Pioneer... 


VALLI: There are still a lot of good shows on TV, There may well be more 
good shows on TV now than at any time in the past. The problem is that when 
you look back at 30 years of TV, it seems like there used to be more good 
programming——-but they weren't all on at the same time, There were a lot 

of real turkeys filling in most of the schedule. 


You see the same phenomenon among people who praise British TV as being 
much better than ours-~really it isn't; it's just that only the best British 
programs get imported for PBS, 


JAMIE: How do you know that telepathy works? Personal experience? 
Unimpeachable witnesses? 


Aha! You printed the address for Filkcon! Now I can write and get 
info on a con L won't be able to attend...*sigh* 


GREG: Congratulations on the new job. I hope it does, indeed, become 
more interesting. : 


DONNA: Hope you enjoy living away from your parents. 


ROXANNE: Are you diving in too, or are you merely tagging along on Donna's 
zine? 


JON: Ha, ha! Ha, ha! I think we talked him into joining! 


Nice piece on. the Jello laser. What is the recipe for the nitrogen 
laser used to pump it? 


GORDON: I think you may be entirely too far down on fandom. Certainly 
there are turkeys in fandom (I may well be one of them), but there are 

many good people as well. And if fandom is an organization of misfits, 
maybe it's valuable in helping you acquire the social skills to become 

less of a misfit. (God knows you won't get anywhere by sitting in your 
room alone.) 


BILL H: I used to have a favorite FM station in Champaign that played 
soft rock--mostly requests. Of course, I can't pick it up now, but I've 
found that WCLR in Skokie is a reasonable substitute...I don't know if 
you can pick it up, but it's around 102 MHz. 


I presume that between you and Guy, we will receive updates on the 
titanium boride superconductor? 


The only place I ever saw Space Angel was on a small TV station in 
southern Illinois. I guess they couldn't afford anything more expensive. 


I don't think that Windycon was necessarily too big--I think that the 


Hyatt is too big for Windycon, which is another problem altogether. 

The only real problem with a big con is with those events which a large 
percentage of the attendees want to go to--and there aren't really a lot 

of those. I mostly go to a con to see people, and aside from the difficulty 
in finding people at a 1000+ member con, there's nothing that stops me from 
doing that. In fact, since there are more people at a larger con, there 

are probably more péople there that I want to see--and that may be a problem, 
because there are only so many hours of convention, and I've got to sleep 
sometime, which means I won't get around to seeing everyone. But I can 

have the same problem at a small con where I have many friends, so... 


I thought that Greasy Kid STF was bankrolled by MSU. I remember 
turning green with envy when I heard about the money... 


There was a Wendy's within walking distance at Iggy that was open 
all night (almost—I think they closed for 2 hours at 4 or 5 AM to clean 
the place up). TI nearly od'd on the things that week. 


MU-BETAN: I hope you like Rochester... 
KEITH: Better than Keith likes L.A.... 
I presume we will soon be seeing sketches by’ Keith Thorne? 


I think I already used up my comments on fandom to Gordon, Sorry 
about that. (Did you two plan this, or was it great minds running in 
the same gff#ée% vein?) 


Damn, damn, damn, damn, damn. Half a page left, and it's 2:10 AM, 
*gork* And I'm not even equipped to fill the rest of the page with artwork. 
I'd better stall... 


By the way, Keith, hearing what you go through in L.A. is almost 
enough to convince me that I must find a job in Chicago. 


I suppose this is a good place to mention that I bought a new guitar, 
I've been lusting after a 12-string for some time, and I found one that 
(coincidentally) happened to be selling for the same amount as my tax 
refund. The only problem is that he had to order the guitar from the 
factory, and they had to build it--it's not a real popular model. I did 
get to play one at another store and it sounded ok, so I presume mine will 
too (not necessarily a good assumption, bUts«s) 


The store I bought the guitar from offers deep discounts on various 
guitars and supplies, so if you are in the market for strings and the 
like, let me know, and I'll see what kind of price I can get. (There 
are quantity discounts, and if he doesn't have it, he will order it.) 


I also finally formulated (in a formal fashion) a new Finagle's Law 

‘ corollary. I've actually had the thing kicking around for some time,. but 
didn't put it into specific words until today, when Jerry and I were 
heading back to KGSM after dinner. It seems to be at least 95% accurate 
(usually sufficient for Finagle-type phenomena). Now Jerry told me that 

I shouldn't print this in APA-TECH, but why should I let that stop me? So 
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TRANSPORTER TOPICS 


by 
R. E. Smith 
922 Belvoir Dr. 


Frankfort, Ky. 40601 
(502) 223-2119 


Greetings, people! (and anything else out there) Welcome to another addition 
(that"s edition) of this zine. First off this ish, a review of a con, 


ManCON was nice this year, just the right size. There were enough people for 
a nice vatiety but not so many that it seemed crowded. I saw a lot of familiar folks 
there, and met some who before had only been a type face. I meant to bring a note 
card to keep memos on but had to work Friday morning on a special project and for- 
got it in the rush to leave, so forgive me for not mentioning all of those there. 
Several of the Isher group were present (maybe all. Their membership seems to change 
quite a bit), as well as the local GT'ers, the Duntemanné and the Van Dorns (who 
for some reason I kept refering to as Greg and Dutchin). Unfortunately, ,the only 
con function I attended was Jeff's talk, and I read through it. The video room was 
entertaining, with a Dr. Who glut of episodes from various seasons. the GT pool 
parties were fun, although everyone who used the jacuzzi came out beet red. Someone 
had the thing turned up to parboil. For me, though, the most enjoyable part was 
just sitting around, talking.with people, 


' MAILING COMMENTS 

Real Time Operator: I have heard of that theory. I have seen estimates that 
we have had some form of civilization on earth for at least ten thousand years. It may 
be, though, that the type of cognition experienced by individuals is generally deter- 
mined by their society, and that immaginative thinking was the sole province of cere 
tain people who were able to get around the limitations. Are people more cognitive 
today than a thousand years ago? Ur at least more of them not stuck in the mental 
rut that seems to afflict so many people? 


Smoking Pistol: Yes, Bill, we should reduce the number of people in GT, 
and I'll be sorry to see you go. But seriously, folks, most of the people in this 
mess seem to have either aj been aragged in kicking and screaming by their friends 
and learned to like it or b) have seen some product of one or more members and been 
siezed by a compulsion to join. There haa-been no generalised effort to recruit, 
which is probably a good thing. No.one should be kept out simply because no nne in 
the group knows them. How we might go about reducing the load on Jeff i don't know. 

about, s hip propulsion, 1 prefer the Sunwagon method, outlined a tew 
months ago in - Basically, you set up one end of a teleportatdéon tube deep in 
the photosphere of the sun, with the other at the rear of the ship, making sure that 
the exit is pointing in the right direction! That's not a very good description, but 
you probably get the general idea, Instead of carrying fuel and reaction mass, you 
get them shippea special delivery. The range of : 
the effect would probably be quite limited, but 
you could boost at 20 g's for several hours. 


Some current events, hare. keagan was 
shot today. By the time you read this there 
should be quite a few more details, but it 
seems that he may beat the presidential 
curse. kvery president elected on a year that 
begins an even numberes decade since Lincoln 
has met a tragic end. 


“T+ never Aurts te remove Temptation?’ 


Tie DoseNi Sure 


sooseeeektwo days later) uvuch! I meant to get this finished yesterday! .0h, well, 
maybe it will still be in’ time. On with the zine! 


Campaign Bills: Historically, the military has usually been the latest 
group to make use of a new technology. It has only been since the last part of 
the nineteenth century that they have gone for innovation in a big way. (This 
refers only to our civilization, since some of the early peoples, such as certain 
times during the Roman rule, did experiment, Anyone remember Archimedes?) nowadays, 
of course, the only people who can afford the big bucks needed for weapons research 
are governments, and the only justification in Many cases is for use by the military. 


Westech: See Lupin III? I helped run the video room! as for the refer- 
ences, try The Lolphinc Cousin to Man, by Robert Steniut, published in 1968 by 
Bantam. 


The Ruffa Singularity: There's a question I meant to ask you at marCon, 
that time you were sitting in the lobby, drawing orbits. Given a high-efficiency, 
low thrust drive, like the proposed ion unit, what is the best orbit. Thinking 
it out, it seems a shallow arc, nearly a straight line, woula be best, but that 
is not backed by any math. You may have heard me bragging about a proposed story 
with a neutral beam;'1/10th g drive, I need some idea of travel times from Mats 
orbit to various parts of the asteroid belt, and back. 


Se nr rr a rete ee ee ee ee 


Well, that's about it for the M's. Thése of you who aren't mantioned, 
Please don't feel slighted. sverything is read at least once, but only the things 
that really catch my eye or are specific requesta get reviewed. 


eee ee 
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Have any of you seen a short animated piece called “animalympics"? 
Its a nice short that is a spoof mainly of the 1976 Olympics, but which also 
iampoons everything from the Miss america cOpetition to several public features. 
Gilda Radner does several of the voices, Also, while i'm on the subject of video, 
how many of you have been watching 'fhe Greatest american Hero"? So far I have 
been pleasently surprised. ‘this could have been played very campy, but instedd 
is played mostly straight. 
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"Scuse the change in type face. This is being done at work 
in an effort to finnish on time. Procrastination is deadly. 


I have been a bit disappointed in the last couple of Pyros. 
Maybe its just nostalgia, but it seemed more fun in the old days. On the 
other hand, it could be our fault for not submitting more material. I 
think that I will get a couple of items ready for the next issue. 
However, I am also working on an article on the Doom Patrol which 
hopefully will be used by the €omic Reader. Maybe this will encourage 
some of you to also start or renew Contributing. 

I'm affraid that's about it for this installment. I'1l try 
to have more for next time, I promise! 


This Space Not Blank 
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P.S. Rolf, it was nice to finally get to meet you. 
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Due to my just having read Godel»Escher»Bachs this APA will be 
written as a 3*part work for soloist» chorus and continuum. 


ME YOU EVERYTHING ELSE 
Usually» when I 1 KEITH I There seems to be a 
write about what has 4 igeneral problem among 
happened in my life i "Drawing on the Imany of the fans I know 
since the last issue» IURight Side of the Brainlaf not having enough 
I have nothing more . lsounds Like a very gooditime to read the things | 
spectacular to talk lidea to me ~ I am just Ithey want to. I can 


about than a good book tan stick~figure artist ltafford books and issues | 
I just read. This issuelmyself. I have always lof magazines» but the 
is different. The fact Itbeen able to “see” in ttime to absorb all the a 
that I am losing my joblimy mind how I would finformation that I am 
only has second billingllike drawings to look» tlooking for is often | 
First billing goes Ibut I could never come !just not to be found. 


to the fact that Mary tclose to reproducing iI don*t nominate for 

and I are now engaged» tthem on paper. I don*t ithe Hugos because I 

in the traditional tlack coordination» so tam still reading the 
engagement ring style. fit has always seemed tmagazines from 1979. 
(Polite yawns from the !that I still had some IMy “reading List” of 
audience) Yess I know tpossibilities. _ dlitems that I have bought 
~some of you have heard 1 Ibut not yet read has at | 
this» and were not very! — MIKE lleast 500 books and 500 | 
surprised when you did.l Iback issues of SF mags 
For those others» I am} About the Chicon fin it. I read fast» but | 
talking about Mary Itrivia ~ nothing is Jatl the new books and 
Morrisey» the small lcertain yets as they °‘120C yearly new issues of 
munchkin seen with me tdo not yet have anyone lteverything from Analog 
at various conventionselin charge of Special Ito Track & Field News 


She is an undergraduatelProgramming to make thelmake it difficult to be 
math student at the U tdecision. Neither do welup to date and catch up 
of Ir where we met at Iknow anything about thelcn the old stuff. There | 
the ChUSFA meetings. ItiWindycon trivia contestlare other things that I | 
seems that fandom does ltexcept that the Chicon tlike ta do besides read» 
have its useSee.e. Mary Ipeopte would probably tand some of them take up 


will graduate in about ILike to get a look at Ittlots of time also. To 
a year» and we wilt getithe people doing the [get some exercise each 
married sometime after Ijob at the Worldcon. tweek takes a number of 


a 


that and start facing 1 Don't be sure that thourse Perhaps I should | — 


the two-career problemeliwe are all extrovertede!get an exercise bicycle | 
Marriage seemed to ItSome of us just know land use it while reading 

be the natural next thow to fake itec. 1 Howevers IT expect to. 

step in our Lives. I ! The LEGO exhibit at Icatch up on everything | 
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guess it all came 
easy for use 

As for my job» 
day before Friday the 
13th» we were all told 
that the entire plant 
is being folded up and 
moved to Coral Springs» 
Florida sometime in 
July. Previously» we 
had been told that the 
move was a couple of 
years aways Maybe 
Burroughs wants to be 
ahead of its time. So 
this means a total of 
three and one half 
months to find a new 
job. This isn*t really 
bad news» as there is 
a good market for 
computer programmers» 
but I wish that they 
had given us a Little 
more warning. Since I 
am tired of Living 350 
mites away from Mary 
CI average 2C00 miles 
per month of driving) 
I will be looking for 
a job in the Chicago- 
area first. I've tried 
tooking in Urbana» but 
it®s a small market 
with a glut of cheap 
programmerse Since a 


very 


the 


iWindycon brought back 
iplenty of memories. In 
tArgenta» over 2000 old 
ILEGO pieces are stored 
laway- It's been years 
isince Erik and I made 
lour own space fleets. 


} Yes» you DO know thethave been editor of a 


tNiven trivia quiz. I 
ithank you again for 
Ityping it up when I 
lcouldn*t learn your 


itext processor quickly. 


i 

i BILL HIGGINS 

1 

] There are ways to 
lremove most typos from 


ttext on a computer. Qnetheld next years and if | 


imethod is to have a 
Itable of probabilities 
ifor letter “triplets*» 
Ithat is to say any 3 
lconsecutive tetterse 
1A combination Like FM 
iwould be unlikely» and 
ITHE would be common. 


1A program that computestiLarry Niven into this 
ithe overall probabilitylarea of the world for 


fof each word in your 
{text and sorts them by 


Iprobability. Since textlby Niven and Barnes is 
. now outs 


thas a Lot of common 
lwords» the resulting 
tlist would not be too 
Iterrible. Checking the 


Lot of you folks are intleast probable words 


Chicago» it sounds likelwould find most of yourtis now going for $60. 


a pleasant enough placeltyping errors. This 


to be. Even nicer» it 
wilk mean a pay raises 
almost anywhere I goe 
Burroughs is a nice 


Isystem is available on 
isome computer systems. 
| The use of my story 
Ifinding system would 


place to works but theythave to include some 


“don*t pay very well. 
So» sometime in May» 
June or July I may be 
moving into Chicago. I 
welcome all advice on 
finding places to work 


lexamples of how each 
Iquestion is defined. 
1I feel that psi powers 
flinvolve the power of 
lyour own minds while 
Imagic involves a power 


and live. Of courses iflor force from outside. 


I find a REAL nice job 
in Ann Arbor» 
heres An~squared is a 
reatly nice piace to 
Live. I mean tte 
is 350 mileseee 


ee ee ciel 


I*LlL staylidefined very we 


But itithat 


lif the point is not 


Icoultd be called true. 
} Where did you hear 


Ll» bothito solve puzzles» to go 


— a a oe os fae a oh, Sat Ow ae Ons an we ee BD a Os a EO | 


lwithin 15 years. Greg is 
Inot so optimistic ~ he 
lexpects to die Cabout 

1300 years from now) at 
tleast 10 times as behind 
las he is now. 

i For about a years If 


ICHUSFA apazines cattled 
IChUSFA“US. It now seems 
Ithat it is going to die 
Ifrom Lack of people and 
llack of interest. But 
thalf the people in it 
lare in APA~TECH» so I 
iwon*t Lose track of the 
i Wells» does someone 
iknow if Capricon will ‘be 


Iso» under what name? I 
Ithink Chicago can have 
12 conventions a years 
flunlike Champaigne To all 
Iuho do not knows there 
Iwitl not be another 
tWhatcon. Well» it was 
ifun ~ and managed to get 


Ioncee Speaking of Niven» 
{I see that "Dream Park” 


if you want to 
Ipay £35 to Phantasia 
Presse I'm not going tor 
Ibut it should be noted 
Ithat Ringworld Engineers 


ILimited editions really 
lattract those collectors 
I I've spent a Little 
ithought on the subject 
lof the kind of people 
Iwho program computers. 
{I found it puzzting that 
Ithere could be such a 
ishortage of people in a 
Iwell-paying field where 
ithe actual work is not 
imuch more than putting 
Ipuzzles on paper. My 
lconclusion ~ the ability, 


Ilogically through a 
Iproblem Cwhich I and 


“The Right Stuff" Imost of my friends have), 


tis not all true? I mustlis not really a common | 
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Sigma is the symbol 


for standard deviationselinvolved information 
Therefore 3-sigma meanstthat would have been 
further than 3 standardivery hard for an authorINOT attack a problem 


deviations from the 
Mean ~ either positive 


“er negative. From the 


context» it should be 


obvious that I meant +31 favorite ones. hhen I 


Sigma. Well» when I 
checked it carefully» 
I found that 99.73% of 
a Gaussian distributed 


population Chell curve)limmortal. Not a friend»tletter-addition problems’ 


will fall between ~3 
and +3 sigma. Thuse I 
was claiming to be 


ladmit that some parts lane. The people I know 
tCyou) make it harder to 


Ijsee that most people do 


flocically» do NOT amass | 
I The dragons in The Ifacts and what they 
lEarthsea Trilogy have timply» and do NOT see 
lalways been some of my Iimore than one way to 
Isclve most problems. 
iran a dungeon worlds Someone at work told ma 
Ithe very Largest of thelcf a psychology test he 
tdragons were wises verylran while in school. He 
luninvolved and nearly leave a group of people a 


Ito get. 


Inot an enemy» but a lin which Letters have 
idefinite experience. Ibeen substituted for the 
1 I disagree. I don't tdigits in an addition 


stronger than 99.87% ofithink Greg is perfect. tproblem Like this - 


the populaticn = which 
would make me about 1 
in 770. That's more 

than I meant to claim. 


-I think I can safely 
‘claim to be 1 in 200» 


which would be +#+2.58 
Sigmae Do notice that 


I was sneaky enough notithe 10 of someone who 


to define which group 
I was talking about. 
I might actually make 
+3 sigma if you used 
the entire world as a 
population ~- including 
all the children and 


females and elderly andtafter I listened to 


undernourished third 
worlders. A true test 
would protably use 
American males between 
the ages of 18 and 50> 


or something Like that.w~Iithe needed amounts of 
_AIf someone can give me 


[Howevers» this is just 1 
fbecause I feei that I SEND 


Inothing CAN be perfecte! +MORE 
tI don't have any reat 1 ss 
lexamples about Greg. As! MONEY 


fa matter of fact» I may! 
Ibe in the position of i He said that only one 
la person trying to testiperson solved it in less 
Ithan 30 minutes» Most of 
lis more intelligent Ithe people spent their 
Ithan himself. Mr. Ruffaltime trying many random 
iis more perfect than Isubstitutions. When I 
Imy humble Chah) self. Itried it» I first asked 
i The whole discussior!to make sure that the 
labout matter "antimattertletters and numbers were 
Ispaceships cot started la 171 mapping and that 
Ileadine zeroes were not 
PRobert Forward tatk at lalloned» then made a 
INoreascon. He claims Itable a possible vatues 
Ithat you don’t reed for each letter. Thens 
fequal parts of each» I- ftetsee ~ M=1l» D=0.e6 
land therefore can make land sc ons. Most of you 
Iwould have done much the 


Isame» Stop a moment and : 


flantimatter. I don't 


some statistics for thelunderstand why. If you. Ifeel good. What you see | 


mean and distribution 
for a few tests of 
strength from such a 
population». I coutd 
test myself against 
them. Remembers by 
"strength™» I don't 
mean something Like 


“pushupss which are 


related to the mass of 
the person doing them> 
and also are move of a 
test of endurance than 


pure strength.e Things 


“tthe numbers joke in a 


Iwant to ask him» Greg tas ordinary might not be 
thas his card. 1 Even if you know how | 
I I found the setf~- ito approach problems» | 
Ireferential version of lyou also need the proper 
linformation. It"s been | 
Ibock on the mathematicsidriven into my head just 
lof humors» so I'm afraidthow Little I know. A 

lyou weren't the only [Little physics. Almost 
Iperson to come up with Ino chemisty or biology. 


lit. INo economics» Law or i 
| lsociclocy.s A smattering | 
) BILL ROPER icf art» music» theatre 

1 _ land literature. Some of | 
H I don't know who ithese areas of ignorance: 
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Like maximum bench lAlaric Morgan is» so I thave caused me to not 
press» squat» clean andican't tell you where ltry writing any science | 
jerk or snatch would lhe/she/it goes tn my fiction of my oun. If 
be ideal. Even so» you Istory=finding system. {there was a major in 
could argue that the i Sorry abcut skimmingiwriting SFr it would be 
“latter 2 alsc involve tover the n queens too ftawesome. Everything I 
some technique. Ifast. Sometimes I think!Imentioned above» plus 
Sufficient testing tleveryone knows exactly lastronomysclimatologys 
would yield a range of ithe things that I doe tIpolitical science and 
values for different The smallest solution tIlanguace» etc. Of course: 
movements or muscle lis for n=4. There are tbeing able to write is 
groupse There is no Ilsotutions for all n Inecessaryr although it 
single figure like +3 Ilarger than 4. The Imay not have been in the,- 
Sigma which represents Ismailest n for which Ipast. Is there any cther 
a person's strength. tn “superqueens” Cwhich itfield where one must be | 


Now that I think of itstalso have the move cf tknowledgable about so 
we still havent't come ta knight) can be placedimuch? If Larry Niven 
up with an adequate lis 10. This can be donelmakes a physics mistake» 
definitions because we !by placing the queens the hears about ite If 
have not drawn a Line Ifor each column at ronsiFred Pohl doesn't check 
between "force” and 1326 oF vi vrheT ri Co2r Sr be lhis number theory» he 
"power". One is static !The problem has beer lhears about it. If L. 
and one is dynamice It tcovered pretty well by iSpracue De Camp uses. the, 
seems that I can't tetliMartin Garnder in some twrong verb form in a 

you how “strong” I am. lof his collections of tdead tanguage in a time 
Furthermore» why shouldihis Scientific Americanltravel story ~- you get 


you care? Strength is Icolumn. ithe idea. Is it any 
seldom important in the! Oot matrix printers Iwonder that fantasy 
modern world. I make lhave gotten pretty coodilooks so much easier to 


my Living with my mind.-lin recent monthse You twrite? No one can call 
About the only time I tcan get a printer with lyou on the rules. Sadty» 
get to display strengthicharacters 18 dots highisowe writers try to fake 


is when I help push land overlapped so that lit in subjects they do 
someone*s car out of lit looks very good. Thetnot know very well. Like 
the snow. It's nice Iprice is $1000» which {David Gerrold and "When 
egoboos» but brief. AllL lis considerablly less JIHarlie was One”. 
in all» there aren't tthan any of the impact ! As I said eartiers I 
that many advantages Iprinters. Ihave been reading Godel» 
to being large and. | Bill,» the preoblen tEschersBach. The titkte 
“strong. Think about (shared by many of us) icf this zine Cwhich will 
THAT» Dave Levine. tis not that we like to Iaive people some trouble: 
An update on my n tEAT so much» but that lin mailing comments) is | 
queens program. Since twe like to eat so MUCH.!a string of TNT» which 
the total number of There are thin gcurmetsistands for Typographical, 
possibilities was | Number theory. This ones 
getting so large» I I RoE. SMITH Itranstates into English | 
decided to tcok at the | las “there are infinitely! 
“best"™ paths first. To ! Thanks for clearing Itmany prime numbers» 


do this» I had to come tup my confusion ~ I hadibelieve it or not. I 
up with an evaluation talways heard that tool Isuppose the same can*t 


routine for a given tcalled a “tire iron” Ibe said for zine titles. 
placement. I chose to Jtand did not know any tAfter finishing GEB>, I 
Look at the spaces on Ihbetter. fam recommending it VERY | 
the chessboard that the! ’ Istrongly to each and 
new placement would 1 LASER DAVE levery one of you. If you 
threaten that had not 1 idon*t have the moneys ty 

1 


been previously in | Greg is.a good cook~twilt LEND it to you. It 
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dangere This meant that!Nobody else confuses 
I had to start keeping this pie for rock... 
a threewdimensionatl ] fne error in 2001 
array for the entire tthat I have heare is 
chessboard» which did tthe scene when the Pan 
not look to serious 1Am shuttle approaches 
for n=13.... Well» {the space station. 
the results did not getithe view switches to 
much better. I gave up Ithe reference frame of 
with my best result {the docking bay» the 
being able to place Ishuttle is seen to 

75% of n squared. [It Idrift stowly onto the 
should be mentioned fcenter of the screen 
that this result took JUAGAINST A BACKGROUND 

a 120 by 120 by 120 OF CIRCLING STARS. The 
chessboard. I ran out JIshuttle should have 

of memory» of time and 
of new ideas to improvelthat viewpoint. 
the algorithm. I wrote las it did» it would 

to Martin Gardner» and thave had to go ina 

he said that he did notlrather unusuat spiral. 
know of any other work | 
being done on this 
problem. He suggested 
that I try the Journal IThe victor was named 
of Recreational Math. (Fred MacMurrys. Hmmoee 
I guess I will. The I Tic marks are dents 
problem is teo big for ton the Left side of a 
a computers» so well Igrandfather clock 

have to give it to a Icaused by an overlong 
person to solve. Ipendulum stroke. 

I suppose my #1 { You made mention 
complaint is "Don't Isome time back of IBC 
they make anything thatIroot beer. Is it only 
lasts?™"» but #2 is favailable where you 
“Isn't anyplace open llives or is there some 
except when I*m at Iway for us to try it? 
. work?” Most places thatlI Like root beers so I 
provide some kind of twould like to try it. 
service are open the 1The best root beer I 


tthe Whatcon Niven quiz 
Iby 2 points 79 to 7fe 


exact 40 hours per weeklihave ever tastec was 
that I'm at work. My la Cerman restaurant in 
criteria for choosing (tChicago»r and I contt 


one firm over another trenember the namee The 
is often based on which!lbest seft drink I have 
has evening or Saturdaylever tasted was many 
hourse Thank heavens lyears aco in Mexico. 
Ann Arbor has a book fit was something made 
store open until il. Iwith grapes» anc was 
Some time agosr I Icalled Sangria 


tdescribed a spiral fromlask us to do its 
To ltooktibe 


lfor a new 
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i 
Imay take you a tong time 
tto. read» but there is a: 
llot in this book = and I 


intdon’t mean 720 pages. 


H Mike mentioned some 
Ithing about its so I 


WKhentuiltl give the full story 


there. Greg Ruffa» John 
tNine and I have done 
Imuch of several trivia 
Icontests. We decided. to 
lapply the old adage» and 
Itry doing it ourselves. 
fWe have volunteered to 
ido a trivia contest for | 
iChicon IV. If they do 
it will, 
in Jeopardy style» as 
ithis allows us to make 
flup horrible categories 


| 
| 
llike "Great Barbucue 


By the ways» you tlostiStories of SF" and other: 


fatrocities.e 
! I have been looking 


land sometimes I get the 
Ifeeling that some places: 
Ithat took for jobs for 
tyou don't know much 
labout computer science. 


-40ne firm refused to 


Ibelieve that I had no 
Ihardware experience | 
ICthey seem to think | 
Ithat using software 

ton a machine will teach | 
lyou the hardware)» and 
Thad never heard of 
TALcol. 

| Hew tong do you think 


intit will be until there 


lis a market for buttons . 
Ithat say “Don't blame 
Ime = I voted for 
TAnderson” ? Well, 
tthincs may work out if 
Isomeone can keep Ronnie 
lfrem ad-lLibbing in the 
Iniddle of addressing 


Sencrialithe UN or somethingee. 


bought a Rubik's cube. tor something that | Can anyone tell me 
Beware = it is truly tsounds Like that. Sadlylif it is worth buying { 
fascinatings and can Il» I may never get to t"Expanded Universe™ if 


use up a LOT of your ltry 
time. I found the David! 

Singmaster book that 
Doug Hofstadter wrote 


it againe 

Don't tell anyone 
Ithat this sentence is 
Ijust a page-filler. 


lyou already have the 

{pieces that are in ‘ 
IBestinies? I bought i 
this last book in he» and 
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about in his Scientific! Rip N.M.I. Farfel 
American article on thel 

cube. It is useful in 1 Well» Greg Call you 
understandine the cubestlother people will have 
but to anyone who feelstto ask Mr. Ruffa why 


i 
i 


fit was not worth it. 
tWell» maybe I can make | 
imy money back after 
IHeinlein dies» It is a | 
Ifirst editions after all 


that having the book lhe answers to this i Heinlein has written | 
should read phrases Istrange name) it seems Isome marvelous books» 
Like "if you have Ithat I won't see you lout I will no longer. | 
explored the slice- luntil Woridcons It so buy $8.95 books by hin | 
squared group and the thappens that June 13 istnithout some people 
two generator groups Ithe date of the weddinglI trust giving me a 
you have douktless tof Doris Kulfinski and !recommendation or two. 

found ways of switchingIiOave Johnston» and 1 lI don't care if he | 
any two edges or any Iwill be somewhere dcwn preaches» or says things 


two corners...” One way lin southern Illinois 
of solving the cube IS linstead of at X~Con. 
givens but by the time IIn July» I will ce at 
you understand HOW it JIANCTHER weddings this 
works» you wil! be abletone for the "other" 
to create a hetter one.lMarye 


You may not te able to ! I'm hardly surprised!100% - just 99% or Soe 


find this book» but I ithat you volunteered 


suspect that other Ito be editor for an 
works will be oublisheclissue. In the first 
on the cube. tplace» you are a large 
I can't match Douc'sIlfraction the issue 
amazing weight loss» lanyway» and in the 
but I am slowly losing I!second place» you have 
some weight myself. lalways had this strangel A random observation 
If I am lucky» I will tftsuicidal urge te 
see 200 pouncs this Ivolunteer for things. 
year. It will be the 1At Least you know who 


first time since I was Ito blame when you find 

a high school freshmanefthat you have too many 
The "magic formula”. Ithings to do. 

for losing weight? It'si Catt it what you . 

very easy ~ EAT LESS Iwitls you have the 

AND EXERCISE MORE. Italent of explaining 

Sorry about thatee. Ithings. Keep it up. 
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Ithat I don't agree with. 
iBut when he BORES me» 
1I go somewhere else. 
] My next digression 
lis « why is fandom 
Iwhite? I don't mean 


iMost cons I have been 
Ito could have been 

IKlu Klux Klan meetings» 
lexcept that they wear 
idifferent kinds of j 
tfunny costumese I have 


Ino answers- Do you? 


fof mine has been not to 
Itry predicting more than 
ftwo years into the 
Ifuture» because things 
tare changing so quickly. 
] What were you doing 
ftwo years ago» and 
Icould you have predicted 
Iishere you are today? 
{Don't bet on it often. 


Actually» my hints have told you a Lot. 
Curses ~ I'm so curious that I'lt have to buy it at once. 


Joe 2: GE& is a book I feel that you should read. 

Shoe: Oh really? Why do you say so? 

Joe * Do you know how to get from FI to MU? 

Shoe: Explain yourself. Gr must I BEC? 

Joe 3 Let's just say it*s a meaningful Little puzzle by Hofstadter. | 
Shoe: Extremely provoking. And it*s alse abcut Bach? 

Joe : Strange loops bring us to him» also. 

Shoe: Curiouser and curiouser. But who is this Gocel you speak of? 
Joe > How appropiate that you shculd use cre of Carroll's phrases. 
Shoe: Escter was in that title also. How does he fit? 

Joe : Rather well» actually. It's alt part of the grand schema. | 
Shoe: But you haven't TOLD me anything about this book I'm to read. © 
Joe 3 

shoe: 


Here's hoping you enjoy Hofstacter. 
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A Supplement. to LASERGRAL #4 by David D. ‘Levine at the above 
address and phone no. | 

Well, I had Lasergram #4 all text-processed and set to go 
when a Flood of postmailings invaded my mailbox. I figured I 
had a few days left before deadline, so why not? 

The title is a reflection of the book itts from. That's all 
I got out of that book. It's just a puzzle, a conundrum. It's 
James Joyee Goes to War. It's not SF. Why is it so popular. 
among SF fans? About all I've gotten out of it was an explanation 
of where a few recent zine titles came from. I haven't finished 
it yet, and may not. For those who haventt, yet figured it out, 
the book is Gravity! s Rainbow. 

Since compiling Lasergram = #4 I've gone back to school and 
that's about it. My classes inelude Introduction to. Electronic 
Music II and a course in SF taught by a professor I first met in 
the local SF club. He came with me to Windycon, so it's possible 
you met him. His name is David Elliott, he has gray hair and beard, 
he generally sports a beret, ‘he walks with two canes, he's a 
professor of Systems Science & Mathematics, and he's an all-around 
interesting guy. The course looks like it'll be very interesting. 

Anyway, on to the POSTMAILING COMMENTS: 

MARTIAN MONOLOGUE: Trade Mars, indeed! Impoliteness in the 
huckster room in Windycon is a product of the same forces that put 
two dozen Han Solos into the costume contest (not to say that they 
were the ones being impolite in the huckster room). It was a big 
con which attracted a lot of junior high school kids and others 
who, although not mundanes, lacked knowledge of our peculiar eennseh 
Synauautes 

Battle of the Planets? Ugh. It looks aie it might have 
been a bit better in the original, but not that much. Lupin III, 
on the other hand, is GREAT! I was part of a test-screening 
audience for the first feature film of his which is under) 
consideration for American release (the one with the helicopter 
in the. sewer, if that makes any sense to you). I also saw two 
others of his with English subtitles. The animation is fantastic. 
at its best it's like Tintin brought to life, and even at its 
worst it's no worse than Hanna-barbera's best. If it hits release, 
see it, but don't pay more than $3.00 unless you're an animation 
freak. Will it be at Capricon, anyone? 

QUINTESSENTIAL DUALITY: .Oof. My mailman may have injured 
himself delivering it. Your cover reminds me of. a song I learned 
long ago, which I'll not reproduce here because the tune is sort 
of important and I don't know what it's to the tune of. So why 
does he mention it here? Because without text processing it's 
easier to leave it in than waste Corflu to take it out! - 
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25 cont'd: Are you attending as many Hast Coast cons as 
you are Midwest cons? If yes, how can you afford it, if no, 
wouldn't it be cheaper to? (although I am forced to admit I've 
been heading into the central Midwest when there are Southern 
cons that are closer...I appreciate wanting to travel farther to 
be with friends, but plane fare is soooo expensive!) I have 
caught the computer bug from my CS major roommate and may buy an 
Apple (sorry, Mike, but that looks like the best machine for my 
needs) this summer if I earn enough. If I can get a job. Next 
year I'll be living in an apartment with at least two and probably 
three other systems, and the owners thereof are already talking 
networking. Whether I get a system or not, I'll be bringing the 
printer (see Lasergram for description). I may also get a modem 
to tie the whole mess into TECHTERM or whatever they're calling 
it now. I need information, Mike. 

Who is this mailing comment to, anyway, Mike or Greg? 

Greg, I may need a room or a hunk of floor for myself and 
a couple of friends come Capricon. I've probably talked to you 
about this already by the time you read this. 

Now, what is this Maltman Avenue Not-a-Frisbee? Is that 
Jittlov'ts description? What did you do to bowl the Wizard over? 
What supplementary literature? Which film did you get? Is that 
Maltman Avenue as in "Wetre here on the corner of Maltman waiting 
for filmmaker Mike Jittlov..."? When do we get a chance to dissect 
it one frame at a time? I suppose all these questions will be 
answered at Capricon. 

At Windycon I decided little me couldn't eat $11 worth of food 
even if stuffed to the point of bursting. There are disadvantages 
to being short. = 

I am, as I'm sure you know by now, a #¢7¥7AY pérxdovi trivia 
fan. I ran the X-Con '79 trvia contest and, in fact, wrote most 
of the questions myself (and it suffered because of this). I'd 
like to help out a@&Chicon. If you need help anywhere else, too... 

I thingk we're in good hands with Hofstadter in charge of 
Mathematical Games or, rather, Metamagical Themas. Did you 
know that when youtre not reading GEB its pages are all blank 
(at least, in the hardcover edition)? 

Genaal agreement with your comments on books. 

Re HHGttG, I'm still waiting (impatiently) for those tapes to 
arrive from Mike. Mike? Why do you persist in invading my MC's 
to Greg? . 

Re yr CT Gretchen, has anybody ever done a Grog doll (as 
mentioned in The Handicapped)? 

Re yr CT Tookie Tookie: As I think I've said previously, 
that was a protosun and not a galaxy at the end of TESB. This 
‘also explains the stars in "intergalactic" space. Zs to railguns: 
1) the problems of dealing with plasmas may put them out of GT's 
reach for a while and 2) if you aim one of them things at my Vega, 
Itll flay you alive with an IR laser! 

I really wanted a Pacer, but I couldn't talk the owner of the 
only used one I could find down to my price range. By the time I 
need a new car every Pacer ever made will be too old for me to want 
(with any luck). Oh, well. 


ty 


i? 
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Re science versus religion (and in this corner, wearing white, 
the heavy favorite, SCIENCE...) I always feel very uncomfortable 
when mysticism is being practiced. I once entered an SCA home 
where there was a huge pentagram nearly filling the floor of the 
main room. The people in the house considered it a good luck 
sign (I think) and "I don't believe in that kind of stuff," but 
nevertheless I clung to the wall and edged around it on my way in 
and out. I get a peculiar feeling in the pit of my stomach 
when Tarot ecards are about and I feel like I'm being watched. 
Unrational fear of mysticism? Perhaps. I don't get this feeling 
from astrology, but that has been so cheapened by paperback 
books and daily newspaver columns it's practically mundane. 

*Whew*. Wow on to SHADOW MAILING COMIMANTS. 

COVER: What? Has Bill H. gotten a Street named after him? 

MITH'S CORONA: See Lasergram for diatribe on "alct". This 
is just a quirk of mine, I'm not usually such a stickler on grammar. 

I'm on Sprint, but I dontt know just what you mean by "hacking". 

YCU ARE THE CLOWN OF CREATION: Is this title from later 
in Gravity's Rainbow than I've read yet? 

I think Mike's (?) comment about the Big Bang arising from 
quantum leakage from a universe-sized black hole was meant to 
be that the Big Hole eventually "evaporated" (read: BANG!) due 
to such leakage. What does this say about the cyclic-vs.-expanding 
universe question? : 

A good explanation for a bad phenomenon: in SW Darth Vader 
felt in complete control of the situation and felt free to use 
his power as a carefully-tuned threat. By TESB he and the Empire 
have suffered major defeats at the hands of the rebels and show no 
signs of a victory soon. He is running a little bit scared and 
blames his failures on those around him. Also, in SW the Death 
Star was still not really on full alert status for most of the film, 
while in TESB Vader is in command of an active military craft and 
must maintain discipline. Nevertheless, his behavior makes him 
much less believable as a character (Darth Vader a believable 
character, do I hear you scoff?) 

Re locks on lasers: I have one only on one of my two, I don't 
know if Tullio has one on his, and Mark was having one installed 
for the first time on his around Ishercon. Locks are virtually 
immaterial (except to make the BRH happy) if you have a plug. 
to your belt power pack which can be easily pulled. If you leave 
your laser where someone who might be stopped by a lock can get 
at it without your consent you deserve what you get. Nevertheless 
they are a good idea, and all lasers should have them to be safe. 
(you do realize that, despite all locks, safety interlocks, beam 
interrupters, etc. ad nauseam we put on our lasers to make them 
officially "safe", they remain illegal in a strict sense because 
practically any laser powerful enough to put a visible spot on 
the wall is illegal to move about?) 

In the past few days (since writing the above paragraph) I 
have strengthened my resolve to get a computer system for text 
processing. Looks like the best sytem for me is Apple IT with 
48k, dual dise drives, lowercase option, and WP software (which 
is available as low as $75 and as high as $500, or I or a friend 
or’ one of you techies could write one). Add a color TV to serve 
as a monitor (I need one anyway as the old TV is beginning to die) 
and I figure a price in the neighborhood of $1700 to $2k, although 
the only quote Itve gotten so far was over $3500. Comments and 
suggestions are encouraged. 
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WHITE RAREBIT SYNDROME: in which Alice falls down a hole full 
of met uad, enoos en ¢: 

Much of fandom is theatre or theatrical. Costumes, techis 
gizmos (in fact, techie gizmos are occasionally referred to as é 
"props"! by some), makeup, film (viewing, critiquing, and making), 
con productions (Hoebius Theatre, X-Con's plays, others?), even 
the way some fans live their lives (Master Thorbjorn from Ifadison 
S a good example) are all very theatrical. Theatre people, like 
fen, tend to be young (college age or so}, creative, considered 
"weird" by mundane elements, as a group have non-conservative sexual 
hbits (I know Iftm setting myself up with that one), and as mentinnéd 
keep odd hours and modes of dress. Both also tend to be poor, and 
(for the same reasons) mobile. Both form their own little communi t= 
ies, somewhat limited in contact with the mundane world if not 
completely self-contained. They do indeed have a lot in common. 

However, I have found that my theatre friends (which are many: 
I used to be a theatre major), even the ones who act fannish, don't 
read SF, don't understand fandom, and don't enjoy cons. On the 
other hand, fen function well. in the theatre (given the skills re- 
quired,.of course). A quick look in the Info Handbook will verify 
this last. 

Why is this? Fen probably work well in theatre because they 
are adaptible to. odd hours and requirements, are used to the use 
of tools (words, lights, or what have you) to create atmosphere, 
and, being readers (as opposed to the reat of the population, who 
are literate but don't read: I refer you to Dr. A'ts fine article 
in Newsweek some time last year) have imaginations. The lack of 
SF interest among theatre people is less easily explained. Ferhaps 
they live their fantasy lives while we read about them? An obser- 
-“vation which may shed some light on the question (although it pro- 
poses no hypothesis to me) is that, while fen tended to be studious 
in high school (whether they got good grades or not), the theatre 
people tend to have a poor study/grades history. Fen were generally 
the "brainy oddball", theatre people were the "weird oddball". 

Here may lie the difference. Two similar sets of oddball behavior 
apparently arising from different under-lying sources? Farallel 
evolution? Further comments invited. The exploration of theatre 
people can help us understand fandom in the same way the exploration 
of Mars helps us understand the Earth. 

By the way, I'm afraid Bill Higgins is not perfect. He is 
greater than the sum of his factors. 

THE WORLD IS LIKE AN APA: in that Vanve parts of it-are several 
months behind. This being typed at 1 AM, Feb. 3, 1981. How long 
is that grace period? 

Repeating an earlier comment, why does Titan's low temperature 
remove the possibility of life? What about completely non-terrestrial 
forms of life? I feel you are too pessimistic (so is Carl Sagan, 
on this point). The possibilities for life are infinite. Once life 
gets started (however unlikely) it will tend to continue and multiply, 
according to LEVINE'S DEFINITON OF LIFE: Life is that which actively 
avoids its own destruction. (I thought this out some years a ago bu = 
this is the first time 1l've put it in print.) An implication of 
this is that life will tend to reproduce. Reproduction was not 
mentioned in the definition because it may not be obvious in the. 
time scale available for the-observation of the object under 
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question. The best test for a defintion of life is whether it 
excludes fire but includes amoebas. End tirade (was that a tirade?). 

"Fear and Loathing in/at (location)" is the title of several: 
of Dr. Hunter S. Thompson's books. Hunter, as you may know, was 
the basis for Uncle Duke in the Doonesbury comic strip. The "Fear 
and Loathing" books are basically diaries of drug miasmas. The 
first sentence in Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas is something like 
"We were ten miles out of town on the Santa Pe Bhxpressway when the 
drugs began to take hold." 

DR. GONZC'S EGREGIOUS EFFLUVIA: What is the probablity I can 
think up a title you've not used yet? 

Weather here is variable. Last weekend it was in the 60's 
(farenheit, of course). T-shirts, Frisbees, green grass, and the 
like. This weekend it was down to about 20°F and a really bitter 
wind chill. Generally, though, if you take typical Chicago 
weather, lower the humidity, and raise the temperature about 
10°, you'll get typical St. Louis winter, spring, and fall weather. 
In the summer, though, it is HOT! There were more deaths here this 
summer than anywhere else from the heat. T-shirts were sold that 
said "So who's afraid of Hell? I've spent the summer in SE. Louis!" 

ASIDE: Somebody pointed out that here at St. Louis! Washing- 
ton University, I'm going to St. Louis WU. The only problem with 
that is that it's usually WU in St. Louis and not the other way 
around. Pity. . 

/WU & FABRICANT: Who's Fabricant? 

Two comments on your comments on COSHOS: I agree with your 
assesment that we are not Dr. Sagan's intended audience, and that 
we know much of what hets saying already. Videodise. Bleah. They 
seem to be far more expensive (both player and discs) than they have 
any right to be, seeing how they're nonrenewable (as tape is) and 
you are limited to what Them have to offer you. There already 
exists a fan videotape network (that's why we got Star Wars, Star 
trek, and TESB at Ishercon.) There cannot be a fan videodise 
network, unless it involves taping them at some point. The 
main point is that with tape you can give a friend a copy of a 
tape you have, but you must give away the videodisc and can keep | 
nothing if you try that trick with disc. The best sort of thing 
would probably be a disc=swapping club, but that's not condusive 
to the building-up of nifty libraries. : 

By the way, the above copying scheme is quite illegal. 

Local PBS stations often broadcast the Voyager programs as 
soon as they can schedule them, which can be months later. Keep 
an eye on the program listings. ; 

Your Doomsday TV could be tied in with cable by having a 
cable receiver at the owner's home rebroadcasting a scrambled 
signal‘over tight band to the portable wnit. This involves 
tracking hardware, though. Otherwise, the broadcast power re- 
quired to reach the owner's office is far too high. : 

No, only the Fnord itself is invisible. It merely causes 
you to skip to the next word and get a vague uneasy feeling. 

Re yr CT's me: As I understand it, envelopes in Russia are 
all standard in sizes and color. Socialites! invitations these 
days already take the form of envelopes-within-envelopes-within-- 
envelopes anyway, so why not stuff the faney envelope with the 
torn edge into a standard envelope anyway? In any case, I was 
merely reporting on this phenomenon, and I don't think it would 
be accepted here in the Land Of The Free, God bless Mom and apple 
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pie! (note how the clever techie adopts a protective coloration 
under the Reagan administration.) ASIDE: Count the letters in 
Ronald Wilson Reagan. Six...six...six. Any Bible scholars out 
there remember the significance of that number? 

STARDANCE: Hmm. How can you ban the firing of lasers in 
public and yet say that "they should be allowed in conventions"? 
Personally (speaking as a biased laser owner, of course) I feel 
that if you don't clown around with them lasers are safe. The 
reactions I've gotten from people (never mind the concoms, I'm 
talgking about the fans)have ranged from "COH, nifty, can I try 
it?" to "How much did that damn thing cost" to "Oh, another damn 
techie." Never has anyone said to me "Say, that's dangerous! 

You shouldn't be fooling around with that sort of thing!" or 

"If you shine that in my eyes I'll sue!". I have gotten numerous 
questions to the effect "Is that dangerous? Could you burn through 
a person with that?", to which my usual response is to shine it 
on my hand and say "No, but you wouldn't want to stare into the 
beam. It's like looking into the sun." I'd hate to think that 
all the work I've done on these damn things would only be seen by 
other techies (who've all seen them already anyway). The black 
one in particular is not too impressive until you see the beam 
(although, as yu know, I'm working on a new case. Thanx for the 
help on that.) 

One of these days we'll find out that there's such a thing as 
magnetic pollution, and anybody who's spent more than a few hours 
a week near a tape deck or turntable can kiss their ‘pancreas good- 
bye. Did you know that white rats who smoke the equivalent of 2000 
joints a day succumb to brain lesions? That rats who drink the 
equivalent of 3500 cans of diet soda succumb to bladder cancer? 
That rats who consume the equivalent of 1700 loaves of white bread 
succumb to bursting? Everything is dangerous if misused. There 
comes a point when we must take charge of our own lives and decide 
who to listen to among the cries of doom. 

And now, the Commission to Prevent White Space presents: 

SNEAKY REVIEWS: in which I turn. the zine over to Roger and Gene. 

ROGER: Thanks, Dave. I thought the new Buck Rogers was 
dreadful. The plots are insipid rip-offs of movies, Other TV 
shows, even Sarek in The Legend Of Sleepy Hollow. Crighton is 
“far from admirable, Twiki is obnoxious, and the special effects 
are poor even for a TV show of this lack of ambition. I think 
Larson has ripped the whole concept off from his own Galactica. 

GENE: I'm afraid I have to disagree with you there, Roger. 
The new concept is nothing like Galactica, despite what the 
mundane reviewers say. The effects are really not all that 
bad. They're certainly as good as the old Star Trek was, and 
if they're not up to Galactica you must recall that that series 
had the highest budget ever, and was cancelled because of it. 

What I take objection to is the whole concept of Admiral Asimov. 
The part is also badly acted, as is Wilfrid Hyde-White's Dr. 
Goodfellow, a doddering old stereotype if I ever saw one. Hawk 
reminds me of Maya, and the promised character development of 
Buck and Wilma has come to naught. I agree with you that the 
plots are insipid rip-offs, and I think it won't last the season. 
Back to you, Dave, ’ 

Thanks, guys. Well, that's all for now. See you all in 
another two months. Same ee same APA-channel! 


bP z.: 


David D. Levine 


} Mutdane Maree 


OR [ asenckam , #5 


David D. Levine 
until mid-May: 6515 Wydown, Box 3480 
Clayton, MO 63105 tel. (314) 863-0943 


after that: 4210 N. Farwell Av. 
Shorewood; WI 53211 tel. (414) 962-4719 
I'll be there until about August, aside from a week-end here or there. 
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TROUBLE ON THE POLITICAL FRONT 

I was going to write the usual snappy, up-to-the-minute, 
chock~full-of-mailing-comments, long lasergram up until noon 
today. Now I don't know if I'll even get around to the natter 
(I have done a lot of things lately, but.they'1l wait until 
nextish if neccessary). My supplemental zine Ewe Knee-Fair D-Id 
the Key-No-Shah Kid will satisfy you MC freaks for a while, 

‘and as far as cartoons go I put in enough work on the cover to 
pay my dues for a while. (Isn't it on this issue? Well, you'll 
see it eventually.) However, I have some serious talking to do 
and I don't know how long it'll take to say it. 

They shot Reagan today. And I'm hoping the sonofabitch dies. 
And I'm wondering why. 

At this writing he has just come out of surgery with a good 
prognosis. Naturally, as soon as the news of the shooting came 
through conversations turned to things political. I stated that 
I didn't care about him, since he probably wouldn't care about me 
if I died fighting in El Salvador. (I know this is a callous atti- 
tude. Part of the reason I'm writing this is to figure out 
why I feel this way.) This naturally lead one of my more conservative 
friends to defend present US Carribean policy. He maintained that 
our intervention was helping to prevent and would in the future 
prevent needless death under cruel regimes and/orterrorists. I 
replied that war was far more devastating than any such, but it 
was pointed out that war was already raging there. I queried 
whether sending in American men and arms would alleviate or 
exacerbate war conditions. The response was that if we didn't 
support the governemnt Castro would expand his power base. I 
said that no ideological differences were worth dying for. It was 
argued (this was a group thing by now) that Castro was to be stopped 
for being a murderer and not for being a Communist. I wonder 
whether war is justified even to stop mass murder? 

The conversation now turned to nuclear war. I turned it. 

I expressed worry that conflict in the Carribean might lead to 
nuclear war with the USSR, and that even a "limited" nuclear war 
would mean the eventual death of Man as a species. In this 

group, I'm pleased to say, nobody disagreed with that point. 
However, the likelihood of war with the USSR was deemed remote. 

I argued that any conflict could escalate into nuclear war, and 

we should allow such cuuntriés as Viet Nam and El Salvador to 

fall into Soviet hands if need be in order to avoid such conflicts. 
Pretty untenable, I agree, but the alternative is to assume the 
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Russians won't attack for this much of a pinch but might for 
that much. I feel we're too close to the brink to do any pinching. 
This should serve to bring you up to where I want to talk. The 
conversation went on to various topics including the imminent ? 
collapse of the Russian economy, the proposed blockade of Cuba, a 
and solar power and the space budget. : 

What has this to do with Reagan being shot? I feel he is 7 
pushing us to the brink of war with his foriegn policy. He appointed 
a general as his Secretary of State (never mind. that "he won't 
have any input into foriegn policy", he appointed an old, Red-fearing, 
conservative general to carry our foriegn policy to the rest of the 
world. This is WRONG!), his promise to abolish draft registration 
has quietly evaporated, his proposed budget cuts everything I think 
is important for a government in favor of the military (Defense, 
they call it. Ha!) and his fiscal policy is based on an economic 
theory which was effectively disproved by the Depression. He 
apparently expects the economy to recover by withholding money 
for Federal programs which employ hundereds of thousands, unemployment 
to drop under a fedpral hiring freeze, and "America to become great 
again" by taking away money from R&D while we fall further and further 
technologically behind such countries as Japan and West Germany. 
Even technologieally~inept Russia is catching up to us in space and 
computers. All this will, in my (admittedly unprofessional and 
quite likely wrong-headed) opinion, weaken our economy enough to 
persuade the Russians that perhaps they could win a nuclear war 
with us. The wag to beat the Red Menace is in the laboratory, 
the shop, and in space, not with more and bigger missles and 
battleships. 

I abhor war. No war is justified. I realize that even unjustified 
wars must sometimes be fought, in self-defense, for example. Here 
is the crux of my confusion. What I would really like to say is 
that surrender is preferable to fighting if there would be fewer 
lives (on both sides) lost. Dishonor before death, as it were. 
I know, though, that atrocities are committed and that there are 
some forces against which weapons must be taken up, Hitler for 
example. 

My real problem is that I do not understand the people who 
make foriegn policy on both sides. I don't know what they consider 
just cause for war. In today's society, where a war could destroy 
the planet as an inhabitable ecology, I fear all war because I don't 
know how easily it could escalate to that stage. I do what I can 
to oppose war in debates among friends and by opposing the draft. 
I registered for the draft because, like Socrates, I believe that 
to disobey law is to destroy society. This dedsion was very difficult 
for me, and it was Socrates! example that led me to do it. However, 
I will not be a soldier. I would go to the peace corps or, if necessary, 
to jail before I would kill another man in war. This is not to say 
I wouldn't kill in self-defense, or that if I was somehow forced into 
such a situation I wouldn't shoot back to save myself. But I will 
do anything possible to prevent myself from getting into such a situation. 
I believe Reagan's foriegn and domestic policies are pushing us 
toward a conflict where battle is inevitable. I realize that I do 
not fully understand the forces that do this, or even Reagan's policies, 
fully. Nevertheless, this is the impression I am getting and it 
scares me. 
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So why am I writing about this in APA-Tech? Several reasons. 
I want to put my views out for public debate to help me straighten 
my opinions out, and this is a forum where I know it!1ll be read 
and receive honest, thoughtful replies. Simply putting my thoughs 
on paper helps me straighten them out. For one thing, I see some 
gaping holes in the login of some of my arguments now, but I must 
thinkabout how to fill them without contradicting. my basic beliefs. 
Should, for example, war be waged against a madman who is killing 
thousands, say Idi Amin? How do you prevent war in a world full 
of other countried who don't value peace nearly as much as you do? 
‘Whab should you do if the option is to let the USSR gather power 
bit by bit until it feels it is strong enough to win and launches 
a nuclear war, or to fight every advance, eventually escalating 
tensions to the phint where war is inevitable? Under this model 
nuclear war seems inescapable, but one must progress to nuclear 
conflict more slowly than the other, or there is a hole in the 
model? 

The most practical, immediate, and frightening reason is thas: 
I believe that if Reagnn's policies continue to be implemented there 
will be a war and/or a draft within the next few years. I am 
of draft age. Ey setting down my views here I am attempting to 
justify (to myself and to others) my claim to be a conscientious 
objector. This is not just selfish. If the rolls of CO's swell 
as the new cold war escalates, perhaps even the government will 
see that the will of the people is against war. By setting out 
my vaws here, I want to raise questions in your mind and cause 
debate among your friands and you. Is war really necessary? Do 
you want to support your government with your life of the life 
of your loved ones? These issues trouble me, and if enough people 
are trabled we may find answers as a nation. If you'd like information, 
or are considering declaring yourslef a CO, write the Central 
Committee for Conscientious Objactors: 


CCCco 

FOB 15796 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
tel. (215) 545-4626 


I realize there are holes in my logic. I realize that I 
sound like Jeff Duntemann. But these issues are important to me, 
and I think it's important that we all think about them. 

Setting these thoughts down on apaer has helped immensely. 
(that "apaer" was a typo but I think I'll leave it in.) I would 
like to go on with thé usual APA stuff, but it's getting close to 
deadline and I don't see any chance to work on this at any time in 
the coming week. I'll be back in two months with something a bit 
more cheery, and gobs of mailing comments, con reports, and all the 
usual crap you've come to expect from me. 


Fr ore 
David D. Levine 


P. S. I've gotten shold of a Rubik's Cube! Rolf, can you get 
me a copy of that book and mail it to me? 


And now, the SPWS (Society for the Prevention of White Space) 
presents for your edification and amusement: 


FILM FLAM AND LOOKS AT BOOKS! 


SCANNERS: Four words suffice. Scanners Die In Vain. Don't 
see it, despite its excellent. premise and the presence of Patrick 
McGoohan of Prisoner fame. Although the films visual design is 
quite nice, the script is pedestrian, the plot becomes incoherent 
after a strong start, there are some terrible technical errors 
(mostly having to do with computers), and, above all, it's just 
plain GROSS! The gory effects are done with a maximum of blood 
and calculated to evoke disgust in the most jaded viewer. The 
blood goes "pssht" in slow motion and everything. Much of the 
acting is comatose, the dialogue is unbelievable, the director 
seems to be obsessed with guns, and the Scanners! abilities are 
poorly defined. All in all one of the most disappointing films 
I've ever seen. Not the worst, just that I'd expected much more 
from interviews and such. 


FADE TO BLACK: Film fans will enjoy this one. Brilliantly 
acted, it is the story of a Hollywood kid gone wrong, a weak person 
driven to murderous film fantasy. I would reccomend it. 


_ ON THE HORIZON are two films that promise to be good. SUPERMAN 
II looks like more fun than the last one, with midair battles and 
other nifty special effects. OUTLAND should be every bit as good 
as ALIEN, from what I've seen and read about it. GALAXINA, on the 
other hand, looks worthless. 


BILLION YEAR SPREE: Brian W. Aldiss' well-researched, if 
somewhat opinionated, history of SE is the textbook for the SF 
course I'm taking now. Although I disagree with some of his opin- 
ions about authors, it is a useful document of where we've been 
on the road to SF. Another good source for SF history is Algys 
Budryst article in Triquarterly magazine, #49. This is an all-SF 
issue of this otherwise staid literary magazine and might be worth 
picking up. 

— gotzm!° py alrrea Bester: I liked it at first, but it 
slid downhill after about the middle. Contains most of the 
features, good and bad, of The Computer Connedtion. The 
characters, although well-developed, are not the sort of 
people I would like to read about. They are freakish, full of 
quirks, and bizarre. The action, beginning comparatively normally, 
drifts into an ill-defined netherworld of illogic. There is lots 
of gratuitous sex and violence, often boringly repetitive. How- 
éver, I liked it a lot for about the first three-quarters. Perhaps 
my suspension of disbelief needs new shock absorbers. Some of 
you may enjoy it. 


TIME TRAVELERS STRICTLY CASH by Spider Robinson: Read it! 
This second volume of Callahan's Crosstime Saloon stories and 
other fiction, plus non-fiction, is uproarious, informative, 
entertaining and quite well-written. It might help to read 
Callahan's Crosstime Saloon first if you haven't yet, but it's 
not hecessary. some of the most atrocious puns and shaggy-dog 
stories ever to appear in print are here, along with some excellent 
reviews, an article on Heinlein, and a perceptive sppech on Fandom 
(Spider Robinson's Minicon speech). 


Opinionated, aren't I? 


Life in the Northern Wasteland 


On the serene, happy existence of a small tribe. 
of techish fandom living in a frontier colony 
far beyond the Chicago border. 


As chronicled by Guy Wicker for Apa-Tech #12. 
J am presently not living at R.R. 1 box 223, Calumet 
Mich. 49913, but all my mail gets sent there anyway. 
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I am now one term closer to fulfilling my sentence at _ 
Houghton. Being back at school is a real contrast to pretending 
to be an engineer while co-oping. My first order of business 
was to add all the courses I wanted to those I'm required to 
take for graduation. Next, get involved in a lot of extra- 
curricular activities. Then sit back and watch my work load 
per day exponentially rise to infinity. Being a member of the 
Permanent Floating Riot Club tends to take.up a lot of free time. 
It requires at least four evenings of watching or showing S.F. 
movies, discussing plans for U.F.0O. building contests, and goofing 
off. Just one more year of all this and I can take it easy at 
grad school. Stanford, Princeton, Berkely, and M.I.T. are at 
the top of my list. I wonder if I'll be at the top of theirs? 

We finally got a complete set of ail 12 Hitchhiker's Guide 
to the Galaxy episodes here. I thought the first six were ~ 
fantastic whereas the second six were merely excellent. Was 
Douglas Adams rushed into getting the second six out? Has he 
lost enthusiasm for the project? Or did I begin losing enthus- 
iasm after listening to six whole hours of tape? 

' Many G. T. Houghtonites ( and a few non-G. T. as well) are 
passing their time ( and a special E. E. course) attempting to 
design and build a scphisticated, all digital synthesizer. 
several are on the market now but they all have severe design 
compromises since digital logic is not yet fast enough to do 
really complex stuff in real time. We are discovering that 
this is true. But, undaunted by the harsh realities imposed 
upon us by the junction capacitance of B.J.T.'s, we are deter- 
mined to design a digital system so versatile that analog music 
synthesis will become history. Our only concern is that before 
we're done Intel will probably have a chip that does what we're 
attempting. 

The annual MTU egg dropping contest is coming up in May 
and all the good tech toots are dusting off their aerodynamics 
textbooks. The rules are simple. You build a container out 
of cardboard, string, and glue, able to fit in a 10" cube. 

An egg is placed inside and it is dropped froma 14 story build- 
‘ing onto the pavement below. Owners of intact eggs recieve $5C., 
As I understand it, the secret is to maximize the tumbling of 
the container thus using up most of the energy rotationally. 
* One student last contest had a 10" cube of liquid glue in a 
cardboard container. The egg survived the initial impact but 
all the glue splashed out, the egg went with it, and cracked 
six feet away. I've been thinking of going to our farm, finding 
a chicken about to lay, and scaring it for about 10 minutes. 


This causes the hen to secrete more shell material and the 
esulting eqg can? t be cracked with a hammer. 

Wargaming has become a primary pastime of the P.F.R. Cc. 
this year. As far ag I know, the only two members not 
affected are Todd and Cap'n Al, who won't have anything to 
do with the rest of us. I'm in the process of modifying the 
rules for the game "Traveller". In it, you're a citizen of a 
Star Wars 1ike Imperium and you go out in search of fortunes 
and high technology (indistinguishable from D & D magic). I'm 
trying to make a consistent progression of. physics that allows 
for the present game to be played more or less as it is, but 
will allow for more freedom and variety in the rules and the 
equiptment available. 


LASER ACQUISITION DEPARTMENT: 


A lot of General Technics has been looking for laser 
tubes for quite some time now so I called Spectra Physics 
to inguire about purchasing large quantities of tubes last 
summer. their resnonse was $29 for 2 mW HeNes but BRH certif- 
ication was necessary. Thanks to some extensive researching 
by Mary Lynn, we have the information we need about the BRH. 

I just Called to make an order for 20 tubes but the lowest 
price they'd quote me was $155. If anyone knows of anywhere 
that tubes can be gotten for under $50, I presently have i5+ 
.ordcers people want filled. Al Duester still has a bunch of 
12 V laser supplies he's selling for $20 apiece. 
: \ ; 

I've been hearing rumors that Chris and Cecile will be 
moving down to Chicago from a lot of Chicaqoans. Living 
in the same appartment with them, I do see them occasionally 
and I decided to ask them and clear up the rumor. They said 
June. They still seem a little apprehensive about leaving 
their jobs without much money saved and looking for work in the 
city, but if they have enough to get by for a couple of months 
by summer, they'll be goin' south. Now You have another rumor 
to spread Bill. 

Mailing comments: : 

Bill H. - Thanks for tk details on the New. Scientist article. 

I tried to find a copy of it here but noone subscribes. I 

showed it to the head of our metalurgy department and he suspects 
that since it was tested at 2.5 GPa, it is produced at that pres- 
sure. This means the crystal structure isn't likely to be stable 
at standard pressure and the material could deteriorate rapidly. 
He's going to contact some friends at the Patterson Research 
dept. and get some more information on it. 

Its interesting to hear that Fermilab will soon be going. 
into the antimatter manufacturing business. How are they planning 
on storing it? Will they keep it spinning in a magnetic field 
or have they found a way to bottle antihydrogen? 

Dave L.- A good source of synthesizer chips is Al Duester. He's 
spent a lot of time and money on obtaining analog music synthesis 
chips but he's scrapping it all for an all digital system. He's 
been trying to unload his stock on the rest of us digital music 
fans but he hasn't had any luck. I think He'd be pleased to 
help. you out. : : 
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Mr. Roper complained last trip that I didn't have enough 
“original text." Rather than accusing me of plagiarism as I 
first thought, he was merely requesting copy that was not mailing 
comments. OK, fella, no mailing comments in this issue. (The 
big challenge is going to be taking the mailing comments that 
I already have written and make them into “original text" and 
Still make sense. ) 


Well, you techies out there, how does an electric typewriter: 
work? What is it that the motor does, aside from making a gawd- 
awful racket? Why can I have a power “space/dash/X on this one 
and not on a manual? Why’ is there a control that makes it harder 
to push the keys? And, finally, what the heck is TAB (set and clear)? 


Thoughts on the language debate: Keith said something about ~ 
“femfan" in #10 (I think. I lose track of the numbers.). He is 
not taking into account the fact that the word came into being 
at a time when fandom was heavily male. People being the way they 
are, we always have to label groups. The group "We" belong to 
generally gets the generic title, "Us," while everyone else gets 
a descriptive name. If the nomenclature developed when females © 
numerically dominated fandom, "himfan" might be in usage. (Hefan? 
Manfan?) 

Another thought, this time chairman/person. Since the dic- 
tionary lists the pronunciation char’man and defines it as "one 
who presides," why not spell it chairmin and keep the pronunciation? 
It is much less awkward than chairperson and not as ambiguous as 
"the chair." 


CONFORMITY (We were talking about that, too.) 

The business world has no monopoly. In college we lived down 
the street from some sorority houses. On the bus one day I saw 
one of the most painful cases of mindless conformity I have ever 
seen. 
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Five girls got on in front of the Tri-Sig House. They all 
wore jeans, pastel ski-jackets of a similar cut, blonde hair (razor- 
cut in the same style) and the same shade of blue eye-shadow, the 
VERY SAME SHADE. I never had much respect for sorority girls, but 
this killed any I had left. (Word-processor's note: Gretchen's 
original writing read "blur eye shadow. '" I'm sure she meant blue, 
but, from what I know of sorority girls and their all-night drinking 
sprees, blur eye shadowing is not only funny, it's appropriate. DVD) 

By the same token, how many guys have you seen at cons wearing 
tatty jeans, T-shirts, long hair, beards and leather cowboy hats? 


Since I can't make mailing comments, I have to make a public 
statement. I like Rod Smith's accent. Accents make the spoken word 
interesting and give the language texture. 


In former issues, people have talked in depth about the music 
they listen to as they write. Being a former vidkid, I must con- 
fess that I am not heavily into music. I have little or no exper- 
ience with the album-oriented music spoken of here. 

Most of my musical experience has lain with the musical theater 
and AM radio. AS a matter of fact I am writing this to the accom- 
paniment of WCFL, an AM station that now plays pop/rock music from 
the fifties on. (The poor station has been through three formats 
in the past two years. I think they will stay with this one. } 

Right now they are "doing" 1963, a year that produced several 
memorable songs. I enjoy this sort of music a great deal for several 
reasons. Primarily, I suppose, because it reminds me of a happier, 
more carefree time of life. 

Another point in its favor is the vocal harmony that seems 
quite rare in today's songs. My favorites are The Association and 
The Beach Boys because of their mastery of harmony. 

It would almost seem that, as the years go by, music, at least 
popular music, is becoming less mature. We are now left with some- 
thing that has little else than a beat and some sophomoric, shouted 
lyrics. 

The music of the fifties and the sixties also had a sort of 
innocence that is gone today, not just an innocence of lyric and 
theme but also one of music and form. Today's music seems rougher 
of texture somehow. 

Country and Western music is distressing in that it often has 
harmony and a smoothness of texture but the lyrics all seem to be 
about how everyone is sleeping with everyone else but their spouse, 
and nobody, but nobody is happy as they are. 

1963 is over and they're playing requests. Anyone have any 
good theories as to what the words to American Pie mean? 


Last trip Keith threw out for discussion the statement "Fandom 
is just a copout from reality." Well, I'm going to discuss it. 
"So what?" What is so great about "reality" that it is "wrong" for 
us to want to find an alternative? 
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Besides, what is reality in the first place? Fandom is a group 
of people that enjoys many of the same things and collects to in- 
teract regarding these things. How is this so different from Joe 
Mundane's Friday night bowling league or Susie Church-Social's 
liturgy committee? 

Reality is what you make of it. Sure there are fans out there 
who spend eight years in college and never get their BA. And some 
of us get one and spend their time clerking in a store. There are 
just as many regular people doing the same thing. 

"TV IS JUST A COPOUT FROM REALITY." "GRADUATE SCHOOL IS JUST 
A COPOUT FROM REALITY." "FIGURE SKATING IS JUST A COPOUT FROM RE- 
ALITY." "QUITTING YOUR JOB, MOVING TO OREGON AND GROWING HERBS 
IS JUST A COPOUT FROM REALITY ,"* 

The same thing can be said for any interest or occupation 
that takes up a substantial part of your life. 


On to the second part of this contention. 

Keith, perhaps, works and lives among educated and interesting 
people. (In California??!!--DVD) I don't. I don't- consider myself 
a social misfit because that implies a desire to "fit in." I am 
proud to say that I have more going on in my mind than going out 
drinking, meeting guys, getting laid, watching television, buying 
clothes and reading my newspaper Horoscope: The above are the major 
topics of conversation among the young women with whom I wozrk now. 
and went to school with previously. 

The people who can't operate in the real world usually can't 
operate in fandom. We all know the type; too loud, or too quiet, 
or just plain too strange, so that the rest of us tend to shy away. 

Many of us used fandom as a school or laboratory to develop 
our social skills. The trick was that we had people that we could 
feel comfortable with, who we-shared interests with. A common- 
ground gives one a Level Place to start from. 

Put Joe Mundane in with a bunch of people he doesn't know and 
don't bowl and he'll feel just as awkward and "out of it" as 
Keith seems to with his neighbors and co-workers. 

Some people~seem to make it no matter what, and. some never do. - 


‘Most of us need a little help. I found that help within the fam- 


iliar framework of fandom. I refuse to Bette that sey "familiar" 
is less worthy than any other. : " 


REALLY CLEVER IDEA DEPT: Our branch library has recently replaced 
its nice, familiar, accessable card Ccatelog with a microfilm reader. 
This may sound very innovative and techish, but it reduces the 
number of people who can look something up at any one time to two 
(A-L and M-Z). When some teenybopper has to do a report for school 
and takes twenty minutes to copy down every entry under a subject 
heading, it limits the time I can spend looking for my subject head-~ 
ing. I finally gave up waiting and wandered the stacks in a search 
for what I wanted. I found a lot of good books that way, but not — 
the ones I set out to find. 

On the subject of libraries, nothing makes me yearn for the 
suburbs like the Carl B. Roden Branch of the enicage Public Library. 
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They only poorer library I have ever seen is the Oriole Park Branch 
that is housed in a remodeled gas station in a shopping center. 

On top of the card-catelog problem lies the fact that most of 
the books they have are pre-1960. And, somehow or another, whenever 
I do find a book in the catelog I can never find it on the shelves. 
This is a problem for me in several subjects. (Tonight I was looking 
for books on dance. Anyone out there know the Dewey or LOC code for 
this subject?) 


WHY DANCE? DEPT: Doug has gone below 200 lbs. for the first time in 
about five years. He looks great. His triumph has caused me to look 
at myself, and I don't like what I see. I weigh too damn much. I 
counted, and found that I have 26 weeks between here and the Wor ldcon. 
It is reasonable that someone applying themselves dilligently could 
lose 35 lbs. by then. I'm going to try. If I am my same tubby self 
in Denver I would be grateful if any of you who see me there would 
yell at me. 

(Oh, yes. I wanted the dance books to help me map out the ex- 
ercise program I'm adding to the rabbit food diet.) 


It occurs to me that we won't have the membership pYdb7Ex sit- 
uation that Greg extrapolated. Even if everybody on Earth is on 
the roster, if things run as they have, nobody will contribute 
to every issue. 


_MARCON: It was in March this year. Doug and I decided to defy the 
Marcon Duntemann exclusion principle (two Duntemanns by blood 
cannot occupy the same Marcon at the same time) and attend. 

We set out Friday morning (well, more like noontime) in 
Roper's Delta 88, costarring Bill Higgins and a box of Amy Joy 
donuts, Special Guest Star’Neil Rest. 

I got to sit on the drive shaft hump in the back seat by 
virtue of having short legs. The guitar, having shorter legs than 
I, got to sit on the transmission hump. Thank Ghod for short- 
legged guitars. 

Three adults cannot accupy the back seat of that car and 
remain aloof. In order to be comfortable we had to be friendly. 
Aside: I suspect the tendency of fans to be "touchers" comes 
from such enforced contact. After a while you develop a liking 
for it. In the same way, the back rubbing stems from trying to 
ease all the kinks and cramps gained in these situations. 

Another aside: A few words on comfy men. We live in a society 
that worships thinness. This can and has messed up the personal 
images of a lot of people. Yet while being badly overweight may 
not be healthy, there is a lot to be said for a bit of padding. 
Neil Rest, while an interesting and entertaining traveling com- 
panion, is bony. Roper, on the other hand, is quite comfy. (Bill 
Higgins accused me of having a bony shoulder. I find this hard 
to believe.) Doug is comfy, too, but he was driving. 

Marcon this year had an incredible concentration of techies. 
We counted 34 but may have missed some. We had our traditional GT 
swim on Saturday, even if most of the group showed up an hour and 
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a half late due to an expedition to the French Market. The pool 
was nice, comfortably warm and a bit shallow. I know some people 
would have liked something deeper for diving, but it was a great 
comfprt to me to be able to stand on the bottom at any point in 
the pool and have at least the top of my head out of the water. 

The jacuzzi, on the other hand, was a Teatle too hot. I couldn't 
take it for more than 15 minutes or so. 

A good chunk of the time was spent sitting around in the water 
discussing holding the Worldcon on an oil tanker or an aircraft 
carrier. It was decided that a cruise ship just wouldn't make it. 
(Love Boat in '857) 


The techie party Saturday night lacked some of the umph of 
former years. Jeff and I. regaled Valli and anyone-else who wanted to 
listen with the origins of Thursday nights in Chicago and our first 
trip to a Worldcon. Steve Johnson told a few Phil Foglio stories. 
Marty made some sound effects.:George- Ewing and Jeff Tolliver took 
a lot of self-referential photographs. I went "home" when the salami 
pizza that I had had for dinner started backing up on me. 

Sunday morning's techie panel was different from the usual 
“How we got Started and who we are" speeches of former years, but 
it lacked control. We never did decide if government by corporation 
is any better than government by government. 


Saying goodbye and leaving for home were about the same.as 


‘most cons, but just outside Indiana we enceuntered the Gerald 


Corricar and the Champagne Van. We convoyed for a while and stopped 
for dinner together. At this point we traded Neil to the Corricar 
for Bill Leininger (and a player to be named later--DVD). It made 
the routes through the city less complicated for both cars. 

The conversation wag delightful and Higgins played his uke. 
It was a fine way to stretch out a con, even if I could hardly 
sit down at all on Monday. That drive shaft hump was hard. 


a 
REVIEW??? 

A couple of weeks ago I managed to see The Devil and Max 
Devlin, a fantasy put out by Disney, but singularly un-Disney. 
It concerned a regular kind of guy (neither rapist nor Saint ) 
who gets tripped by a little old blind lady and falls under a bus 
full of Hare-Krishna. He ends up in Hell greeted by a Devil, 
Bill Cosby, and is brought nefore the "the board of directors." 

It seems they are having recruitment problems down there. 
They strike a bargain with Max; he can have the rest of his life 
back if, in a two-month period, he can sign three clean, unsullied 
souls, (They are specified.) He agrees, and comes to life, much 
to the delight of the Hare-Krishnas. To help him out he is endowed 
with certain special powers. 

The clean souls he is after are a nerdy kid who wants to be 
a motocross rider, a girl who wants to sing and a kid who wants 
someone to marry his pretty, blonde mother. 

Well, when Max is with them, Nerd Nortlinger becomes invince- 
able on a bike, Stella Summer can sing like Barbra Streisand 
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(and is an overnight success) and he doesn't need much prompting 
to fall in love with the pretty blonde mother. 

Virtue triumphs in the end, as we knew it would, and everyone is 
happy except Bill Cosby, but it isn't sugary as I had feared. Valli 
pointed out some almost subliminal reinforcement of the family ideal, 


but what's wrong with that? It wasn't a "children's movie," but there's 


no reason why you couldn't take them. 

Some of the scenes of Hell: looked to be outtakes from the ending 
of Black Hole, but they fit better here. 

All around, it was a good time. 


Well, I put it off for as long as I can, but I'm going to Jump 
into THE GREAT LOVE DISSERTATION. 

I have noticed something. A lot of this arguement is the same 
ideas in different words. We talk about different kinds of love, 
and different levels of love, and do they exist or don't they, and 
it all starts to sound the same except that my way of saying it is 
right and yours isn't. , 

It's my turn to be the-only-one-who-is-right-even-though-I- 
am-Saying-the-same-thing -as-everyone-else. 

I encounter a problem because I would like to use actual 
examples here, but I am afraid that using names would embarass 
some people. 

My basic premise here is that "Lovet! is communication. As there 
are several different kinds and levels of communication, there are 
several kinds and levels of love. 

Starting at the top: I..love.Doug. We communicate comfortably, 
and naturally, in several ways. Physically we are well in tune, 
intellectually we have many-of the same interests, emotionally I 
am not afraid to show him what I feel. It goes on and on. This is 
what I call married love. It is going to last because it has its 
roots in so many different kinds of soil (if you forgive me the 
metaphor). I knew that our marriage was going to be a success when 
we had lived together for a whole school year and were still 
speaking. He was the first roommate that I could make that claim for. 

Next level: There are people, whom I won't name so as not to 
embarass them (or myself) who I can talk to on a deep intellectual 
and emotional level. I would say that I love them. I wouldn't, how- 
ever, say that I could live with them or that I could have a Sat- 
isfying physical relationship with them. (AS a matter of fact, some 
of them are female.) 

‘On a third level, there are people out there who (now how can 
I put this delicately?) communicate with me on a physical level. 
(How's that for a delicate way of saying sex?) I might "love" these 
people in the way that society accepts the term now, but any such 
relationships leave me feeling unsatisfied and wanting something 
more. (As Woody Allen put it in Love and Death, "Sex without love 
is an empty experience, but as empty experiences go, it's one 
of the best.") This sort of love is hard pressed to survive sep- 
arations. 

Other words that I will throw in to cloud the issue are truth 
and committment. Keeping secrets from a lover? I am not someone 
who believes that TRUTH is an absolute good. I feel no compunction 
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in bending it to my ends if I feel the cause is good and the bending 
hurts no one, but on the occasions I have kept things from Doug, 


é I have been very uncomfortable. So uncomfortable, in fact, that 
* such secrets never stayed secrets for long. If I couldn't go to 
‘ him with my problems, I don't think there is anyone I could go 


to. So much for truth. 

Committment comes in because it ain't all fun 'n games. It 
does take work to keep the show on the road. The love part comes 
in because we want to go to all the trouble to put up with the 
other's insecurities, fears, mad enthusiasms, obsessions, dreams, 
partridges in pear trees and dig through all the garbage for the 
good stuff. (I have occasionally wished that I wasn't married. 

I have never wished that I wasn't married to Doug.) 

Sustaining a relationship takes more than just grit. There 
is a sort of gut-level understanding of the other's feelings 
that one has to develop. You have to know the time and the place 
for things. Donna brought up the question of telling a present 
love all about the good times shared with a former love. That 
sort of thing can be very damaging at the wrong time, like during 
a fight or disagreement, but it doesn't have to be. Comparisons 
can serve as a barometer of how things are going. (I, at least, 
waS very curious about Doug's past relationshiips.) As a matter 
of fact, a relationship that is damaged by such references may 
not be viable. 

A good part of loving someone is that you want the best for 
them. There is an old cliche about loving someone enough to let 
them go. In some cases this isn't as dumb as it sounds. There can 
be destructive pahatsonentys and sometimes the best place to get 
is out. 

Growth is a big part of love. Helping each other to grow and 

a discover new interests and feelings is the most important part of 
a relationship. Being open to new things and being open to loving 
another are very similar feelings. 

Sometimes I look at Doug and I think about how much we have 
in common. I have realized, however, that a good chunk of it wasn't 
"in common" until we knew each other and had a chance to share 
enthusiasms. This is: not to say that the seeds of those enthusiasms 
weren't there in the first place, but they lay on the stony path 
and had no chance to grow. 

Yes, friends.can do that fer yeu, too, but I already said 
that friendships can be love relationships, too. It's all a matter 
of kind and level. 

People can grow apart. Love can end. Endings can be damn 
painful, but it is best to let go before what has gone before is 
spoiled with bitterness. Hanging on too long is as tragic as 
giving up too soon. 


- I have occasionally wondered if there are people out there 
who aren't capable of loving. It is a situation of giving and 
% _ taking. You have to be able to do both. I have known people who 


don't seem to be able to handle the give and take, but our ac- 
quaintances have been short and not very close, so I might not 
have had a suitable basis for observation. 
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I don't go along with the contention that in order to love 
someone else you must love yourself first. That is a terribly 
difficult thing to do. So many people who I know have so many 
doubts and fears about themselves that they truly wonder if they 
ever can love themselves, yet they do love and are loved by others. 

I more than half suspect that it goes the other way around, 
that you can't love yourself until you can open yourself to loving 
and the love of others. 


Did I sound pompous enough? Have I covered everything? Maybe 
next time I'll dissertate on The American Ways of Birth and Death 
and What's Wrong With Them or Fashion: Looking and Acting Like 
Ugly Shee. 

Last Word: Another fannish feud bites the dust. Jamie and I have 
sorted ourselves out. We still may not agree, but we have decided 
that that is no reason not to be friends. 

Well, in rough form, I have about nine pages. It should condense 


down some when Doug types up the good copy (she says as I'm finishing 
after 7% pages--DVD), but it's still plenty. I'll sign off now, see 


you all next trip. GH VD 


p.s.--And, Roper, I'm expecting a nice fat mailing comment. 
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SPEAKING OF MY MEDIUM:-This is probably a little harder to read 
than Gretchen's (which was typed up just a few minutes ago) be- 
cause I just changed the ribbon and this 'zine is soaking up all 
the excess ink. Sorry about that, but, as you can tell from .. 
Gretchen's aforementioned ‘zine, the old ribbon was Serine too 
threadbare to continue on. 


MY PASSION: No, put your eyeballs back in your head, I'm not 
talking about sex. It is now April 7, and the shuttle is set 
for launch in less than three days. This will be the last pre- 
launch shuttle report in this series of ‘zines. 

Most of the technical bugs seem to have been smoothed over 
by now, and the biggest problem looming now is the weather. 
According to the standard alarmist rantings of Jules Bergman, 
there is only a one in eight chance of the. weather. permitting 
a launch on any given day. The weather constraints on this 
first flight are extremely tight; the winds, in particular, 
have to be so benign that if the same standards were applied — 
to commercial airlines, 90 per cent of the planes would be 
grounded at all times. 

In addition, there must be less than 30 per cent cloud 
cover; the Skylab incident taught NASA once and for all that 
when you launch a new configuration for the first time, you 
should have photo coverage of the ascent for as long as 
possible. If there had been visual coverage of Skylab through 
its first two minutes of launch, there would have been no need 
to reconstruct what had happened when its skin peeled off. 
They would have known. 
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So I went and arranged to have Friday morning off, and there's 
a good chance the launch won't come off then, anyway. Such is life. 

However, the weather constraints aren't the only ones that 
are stricter for this first flight. The shuttle was designed to 
be able to make orbit despite any number of degraded systems. For 
this flight, everything must be working perfectly for orbital 
conmittment. A slight underpressure in one of the main engines, 
loss of one of the auxiliary power units, loss of one of the five 
redundant computers--any of these will result in an abort. 

The most likely abort to occur is the RLS, or return to launch 
site, abort. Listen for that phrase while watching any shuttle 
launch. RLS means, simply, turning 180 degrees and heading back 
to the Cape. It's the most demanding profile the shuttle can be 
put through, and mission commander John Young is determined not 
to do it. But, if ordered, he will. This would result in the 
shortest American manned space flight since Virgil Grissom's sub- 
orbital Mercury flight--about 20 minutes from liftoff to landing. 

Once in orbit (if they make it that far--the chances of an 
RLS abort are about 20 per cent), the payload bay doors must 
open properly without any binding. To do so, the auxiliary power 
units must work properly (they provide the hydraulic power to 
operate the bay doors, the control surfaces and the landing gear). 
Then they must shut properly--a misalignment of less than % inch 
could result in the loss of the vehicle during re-entry. 

If all this has worked out properly, Young and his pilot, 
Bob Crippen, will spend two days putting the shuttle through its 
paces--changing orbits, maneuvering to proper attitudes, testing 
its orbital handling characteristics. 

Then comes the real hairy part-re-entry. Entering the atmo- 
sphere. Constantly checking the orbiter's energy state against 
predicted values, braking more with sharper turns if there is 
too much energy, diving harder if there's not enough. Going 
subsonic only after passing over the runway at the Rogers Dry 
Bake Bed while heading into final approach--all without any power 
at all. Trusting that landing gear doors that have been cold- 
soaked for two days and then subjected to 5,000 degrees of re- 
entry heat will, in fact, open up smoothly when they are deployed 
a couple of hundred feet up during the pre-landing flare. 

But if it works! It will be glorious! Men piloting their 
craft into orbit and then piloting it back to a graceful touch- 
down onto a runway! The dreams this realizes! The wonderful, 
marvelous dreams that do come true! And it's happening now. 

The future is now, and we're all a part of it. It is truly the 
future, and it's a wonderful time to be alive. 


CRAZIES: And then I swing back down, and think about what hap- 
pened eight days ago. The spectacle of watching, in color and 
slow motion. while someone who has little control over his own 
mind tries to blow away the President of the United States. 

I despair for the news media that present us with such a 
spectacle. And I despair for myself, who could not pull ayself 
away from one gory instant of it. 


But if there is one thing I am convinced of now, it is 
that miracles do still happen. James Brady was shot through 
the head. I saw it. It was graphic. And yet he survives. He 
seems not to have lost his faculties. He can talk, he knows 
who he is and what he does. He still has his sense of humor. 
When asked what he does, he said, with a smile, "I answer 
questions." Asked who it was whose questions he answered, 
he said, "Anyone who asks me." With a wink, even though he 
could barely open his eyes by himself at the time. 

A miracle? Considering the amount of damage an exploding 
bullet can do and did do to him, I would say so. Why? My 
theory is prayer. Everyone knew Reagan would be all right, 
and a lot of people wouldn't really be all that shook up 
if he died (myself included). But the nation's prayers went 
out to that man whose mortal agony was rerun in living color 
and slow motion all afternoon and evening that day in late 
March. People felt for him, as they felt for the other two 
who were injured. He is making miraculous progress. 

In a world where God seems not to exist, where there 
is no sense to what happens; in a universe that seems to 
loom over our poor species and laughs at our feeble atteapts 
to delve into its mysteries; in a cosmos that is so vast 
that we can mean nothing; in this scientific world where 
there can be no belief without evidence and proof, there 
needs to be a well-publicized miracle every now and then. 
Just to remind us that we are special, that there is a 
meaning to life. , 

I didn't mean for my prose to flower so poetic, there. 
I apologize to all those atheists in the APA who are of- 
fended by mentions of God and faith, but my feelings on this 
are strong, and my words’don't begin to do them justice. 


APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY: The cover of the last APA-Tech is ny 
conception of a shuttle-technology lunar. landing and explora- 
tion vehicle. 

The configuration is basically five cylinders arranged 
like the dots on a five side of a die; three of them are nearly 
identical propulsion modules, each with powerful hypergolic 
engines. One is a crew wodule, with power and environment 
control located in it. The last contains the computers, 
flight electronics, radar system and scientific instruments. 

Each of these cylinders would be flown into Earth orbit 
in a shuttle payload bay, complete in and of theaselves. They 
would be attached and interconnected in orbit. The vehicle 
would then commute between Earth orbit and the lunar surface. 
It would be refurbished and refueled by shuttle flights. It 
could carry lunar roving equipment or pre-fabricated habitats 
that would assemble on the lunar surface. It could augur in 
the first age of lunar colonization. And it could be done 
with existing technology. 
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The above (typed a while ago, obviously, with a thinner ribbon) 
is a rough schematic. I have taken the liberty to name my creation 
"Eagle 2," for obvious reasons, 

A fleet of these vehicles could be built for roughly the cost 
of the Apollo program. With Shuttle technology, they could op- 
erate for years, amortizing the initial costs over years of use. 
Operating costs would be cut because of the lack of need for huge 
Earthbound support teams; five people and three mission-dedicated 
antennae (or use of the tracking and data relay satellites the 
Shuttle will put up) would be enough to provide continuous sup- 
port at any one time. And private industry would be encouraged 
to use this translunar transportation system for the development 
of new exploitative industrial concepts--lunar mining, for instance. 

Scientists would be the big winners, though. Relay satellites 
in lunar orbit would allow backside landings; enough cable could be 
carried to make a medium-sized crater into a radio antenna in the a 
best position in the solar system: completely blocked off from Earth 
by hundreds of miles of lunar rock, it could "see" the radio universe 


with unprecedented clarity. ; 
That's it fox this trip--sorry no MCs. See you in June. 
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That's right, a BERSERKER! Here in the Galactic Capitol, 
Chicago. 

It's being thrown (and possibly defenestrated) by us, 

Doug and Gretchen Van Dorn, over the Memorial Day weekend, 
which falls this year on May 22 thru 25. Since it's one of 
those Monday holidays, festivities will begin on Friday 
evening and run all the way until Monday. 

Major highlights being planned at this time are trips 
to the museums (particularly Science and Industry), music, 
cookouts, wonderful May weather and frequent trips to the 
nearby grocery stores. 

Our cats will be quarantined for the weekend, but since 
the hair tends to get everywhere no matter what you do, for 
those allergic to such things, normal cat-pill type precautions 
should be taken. 

There is no requirement that you bring something (except 
yourselves), but there is also no guarantee that we won't try 
to make you feel guilty if you don't. Pop, bread and munchies 
are always good bets to bring, and don't worry about duplication. 
We'll need all everyone brings, and then some. 

Our only problem here is parking. There are two bathrooms, 
no waiting, and plenty of room for dédd sleeping bodies to 
lie around, but only the street to park on. So, to keep our 
neighbors from getting mad and calling the cops on us, try 
if you can to consolidate people and cars as much as possible. 


(es 
"No, we are not alone. We are lost. 


YOU CAN GET HERE FROM THERE: The following directions should 

lead you right here, which is defined as 7619 W. Clarence Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60631. If you get completely lost, you can always 

call (312)763-1376. Some kind of indication that you are coming 
would also be nice, but is not necessary. 

FROM THE NORTH: Take either 90 or 94 towards the city. Follow the 
Signs to the Kennedy Expy. The first exit off the Kennedy is 
Cumberland--take Cumberland North. Now see the General Directions. 
FROM THE SOUTH: Take 55 or 57 into the city. Get on the Tri-State 
Tollway, exit where it says "To O'Hare, Kennedy Expy. and Northwest 
Tollway." Follow the signs carefully--you are entering the most 
complex highway interchange in the world. Get on the Kennedy, get 
off at Cumberland North. Now see the General Directions. 

FROM THE EAST: You can either get on the Chicago Skyway, the 

Dan Ryan or the Tri-State. The Skyway will merge into the Dan Ryan 
(90/94), which will come to the Loop Interchange where you can 

get on the Kennedy. Take the Kennedy almost all the way out to 
O'Hare, get off at Cumberland North. Now see General Directions. 
FROM THE WEST: Anyone I can think of who would come in from the 
west already knows how to get here, anyway. 

GENERAL DIRECTIONS: Now that I have all of you where [ want you 
(heh heh heh), that is, just off the Kennedy on Cumberland, you 

go straight north past two lights. At the third light, Devon 

Ave., turn right. You will pass two more lights--one at Talcott 

(a five- or six-point intersection) and one at Canfield. The 

first side street past Canfield is Overhill. Turn right again. 
Then turn left on the third street in, Clarence. We are down 
towards the end of the block, on the right side, at 7619. 

FOR NON-DRIVERS: We are reasonably close to a commuter rail line 
station and a CTA El station. If you are downtown, take either 

the Chicago Northwestern Northwest line and get off at Edison Park 
and call or take the CTA to the Jefferson Park station (Congress- 
Milwaukee and Douglas-Milwaukee lines) and call. Someone will pick 
you up. 

ARRIVAL TIMES: Since in the worst case Gretchen might be at work 
and I might be asleep (third shift, you know), try to come after 

6 p.m. on Friday. When you leave is entirely up to you. 


Hope you can all make it and have a good time! 


THE JERRY-BUILT ZINE; 


Pushdown Stacks and Arabian Nights 


Published by Irrelevant Titles Press, S. A., a subsidiary of Jerry Corrigan, 


1304 Turtle Creek Drive, Apt. E, Palatine, IL 60067, (312)934-1243. 


I suppose I could start this off by introducing myself, but I've been told 
that friends of mine have done that already. On second ‘thought, I don't trust 
those friends, so maybe I'd better introduce myself my own way. 

My name is Gerald Corrigan. I am presently employed as an electrical 
engineer in Motorola's Digital Technology Research Laboratory. Before I started 
work at Motorola, I was a student at the University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign. 
I've been hanging around fandom since Windycon 4 I'd include more, but most 
of the people reading this have probably seen my biodata in Pyro, and things 
haven't changed much since I wrote that. ; 

So much for introducing myself. I really don't have much to say this 
time. I considered trying to borrow a copy of Apa-Tech so I could fill up space 
with mailing comments, but it seems unfair to get my comments in without first 
giving people a chance to comment on what I wrote. Besides, I want to get this 
typed today. 

That last was typed on Sunday. Now it's Tuesday and, despite several 
suggestions from friends, I still don't know what to write about. As I don't 
want to make this a zine about my troubles writing zines, I might as well 
write about work. 

I get most of my information about Motorola's activities from the trade press. 
For example, I saw an item in EE Times recently which said that Motorola had 
announced the Memory Management Unit for the MC68000. This was the first I'd 
heard about it, despite my repeated requests for information on the 68000 and 
its peripherals. I'm always told, "You're getting all the information we are." 
(One of my coworkers has a sign above his desk claiming,"I am a mushroom, I 
must be a mushroom. They keep me in the dark and feed me bullshit." It seems 
to describe our situation accurately.) I'm not quite certain what is meant 
by “announced", Motorola has been telling people for a long ti.me that they 
were going to make the thing, and I still haven't seen any good technical 
description of the chip. ; 

I nearly became an elf recently. A certain vice-president of Motorola 
wanted some toys made up as a promotional item. (They would have been given 
to customers.) When I was assigned the job of designing and building the 
things, I was told that I must be Santa's (i.e. the pikecorenidenttc) elf, 
Fortunately, the project was cancelled. I think the vice-president had an 
attack of common sense when he saw my estimate of the project's cost. I 
still want the elf hat that Gretchen's making. That vice-president is sure 
to give someone an excuse to wear it. 

The vagueness of the preceding paragraph is deliberate. I don't like to 
be specific in print. I realize that I'm being paranoid, but I'd rather not 
provide a permanent record of statements which could be construed as a breach 
of my nondisclosure agreement with Motorola, which means almost any statement 
I could make about what I do at Motorola. I have to write a report each month 
on the projects on which I work, These reports are classified company confidential, 
It seems silly, but this would imply that anything I do for Mo is classified 
company confidential. 


FuSNUOWh Nighies VUUVUUUUVUODOULU 
000002 
0002 


You probably deserve a few words of warning about my titles. While they 
will generally have very little to so with the content of the zine, I will 
have gotten the title from somewhere. I'm not going to explain the title 
unless someone asks, which is probably not a good idea. I'1] make an exception 
this time to illustrate the point. 

Rolf recently forced me to buy a copy of Sir Richard Francis Burton's 
translation of The Book of the Thousand Nights and a Night. ("Look, Jerry, 

a copy of Burton's translation of the Arabian Nights for only seventy dollars," 
"Rolf, please stop me from buying it." (In a wicked tone) "Go ahead. You can 
afford it." I got my revenge a few weeks later when Rolf went on a spending 
spree at the bookstores and I wasn't there to restrain htm. Der Trupp fii 
wirtschaftlichen Selbstmord fiber alles!) When I began reading it, I found 

that the stories operated as a pushdown stack. The main story is that of -Shahrazad’s 
attempt to put a stop to King. Shahyar's daily murders. She does this by telling 
stories, in which the characters tell stories, in which... When I was 

trying to think of a title for this zine, I began looking through my bookshelves 
and when I glanced at the Arabian Nights, it occurred to me that "Pushdown 
Stacks and Arabian Nights" was suitably irrelevant and -incomprehensible. 

The translation from the German in the preceding paragraph has some ambiguity, 
so I'd like to point out that "Der Trupp ffx wirtschaftlichen Selbstmord" is i 
meant to mean “The Economic Suicide Squad", not "The Economical Suicide Squad", 
I had intended to try to translate it into French, but I couldn't find a dictionary 
that would give the French for squad. In any case, I studied some German in 
high school, so IJ can. fake the grammar better. 

It oceurs to me that, although it. should be easy to figure out what the 
Economic Suicide Squad does, it's still an inside reference to ChUSFA. I 
suppose I really should explain a bit about it. It all started when one member 
of ChUSFA was given a coupon for a twenty percent discount on one purchase 
at the book center at the Illini Union. No limit was placed on the size of the 
purchase, so he let us get in on the discount. I'm-not sure who coined the 
term, but that attack on the Book Center was the first Economic Suicide Squad — 
raid, 

I'm taking a statistics course at the moment. Everyone in the ines 
has a college degree, but it seems that some of them didn't know what a slope 
is. That term is explained to high school freshmen. I would have found the 
pace of the course to be slow even them. ("Now everybody hold my hand so 
you don't get lost while I show you around the world of mathematics.") I 
get bored on Monday nights. 

Another item from the fair warning department; I enjoy twisted logic 
For example,did you know that the Declaration of Independence states that 
the Creator denies us happiness? We are endowed with the right to pursve 
happiness. One cannot pursue what one already has, therefore, we cannot 
have happiness. 

My inclusion of the seacadtag paragraph might give one the impression 
that I am in a hurry to finish this and putting down any drivel that occurs 
to me. This impression is correct. It is now 7:12 A. M. on Tuesday, April 7. 
If I want to get this in before the grace period ends, I have to get this 
Mailed today. I'm about to leave for work, so I'll quit typing now, 


hiv 
bo y a 


Cr 


Dr. Gonso's: erate Ritabet 
eo the illustrious spic ipblings of one. Valli Hoski. ‘who can. be Pound at lus 


By Hull Terrace, Evanston IL . 60202 wid sKé/d ed. Added Beties! 10d Ko do 
ies and loves to be called at ASE, BG-3308 aad hid aasaKE. March "82, Apatech eC. 
s 


wae —heeereeememnenacmeninntntteearene err etaeaemmmeteeaiee sienna inentyen meen roinmrarmcee pene ann ass imtcary ees ira 


Well, Is This Going fo Be Another Beouserine? 
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As it actually is a whde- 3 weeks before the. offial deadline, I shall. try 
and meke this worthwhile to read dild fudldddddd 1A 14 Adttésddy ved os 
2 the membership has been rather patient with me lately. with my awful end 
, awfully short gines. - Let. me offer first e few con reports, as I heve 
found myself. fairdy: abroad in the tru-con-fan' a style: 


Confusion As. ag lett the lest. thhtliing ionic of ‘Apatiech, I ‘waa apart to 
depart for the traditional ‘bl izzardcon. ~ ConFusion. Suspicisouly 
this year end lest, it has refused. to snow and . blizzard thet weekend, making 
it a rather strange expexieh. ce without snow. . But. ConFusion: was rather . 
unexpectedly delightful for me, as. I Sgasp* actually worked at acon and 
-enjoyed iti Having handled video equipment @ bit in one of my previous Lived 
jobs, I offered Larry Tucker. some help with the videotaping that he undertakes 
at every Confusion. Thus, I found: myself suddenly . listed as a staff member - 
in the program book, waking up at an early hour on Saturday 4d d¥ Uf Held doity 
didvdd to beby-sit some VIR playback session, at which. the equipment kindly 
gid not go out of syne or get clogged. .. _ The. really. enjoyable event came leter 
Saturday. evening. hovever , BB. T vid baped Barry Longyesr' a GoR speech after 
the banquet. - No not. cieted Longyear's humorous style in his. 
fiction, so I was prepared for ho-humi-let's-get-on-witb-the-parties style of 
speech. Very. pleasantly. surpriged, I came close to. dropping the. camera (the 
tripod saved it) seerel times during his speech, which vas one of the most 
delightfully humorous I have ever heard ¥4é Mi / AdGddt ft AdZTZ Liked vou. Xx 
realize. that a lot of techies enjoyed Larry Niven's. speech at Wheteon last 
‘year, but Longyear has now usurped Niven as my most merorakle Got.// 
Aside from that enjoyable bit of vbdeotaping,. XLvwisited with various Séends 
as whe had not been seen since Conclave, talked a vit, smoffed abit, and - : 
ate some fine food. And of course, the traditi onal ComFPusion evens, I even. 
danced! Poor 3111 Higeine was much, in. demand at. the Masquerade dence on 
Sat. night, which goes to show that some techies really enjoy dancing! 
DT say, ‘let's have a. dence workshop | et some AIshercon or beserker! I am not 
_& closet disco-dunce, but I do enjoy slow dances, early rack and roll and , 
an occagi onal Big Baad -nunber,. end of course, the 28s vo-Gee Polka. ‘Do I hear 
any more dance~loving souls out there? po 


- Cepricon 1 Rather amusingly maoveh.. Dick Smith atid, £ found. ourselves act bundy 
- dn charge ofthe con suite at. this new decal eon, brought you 
by Moebius , Chip & Leah: Bestler, Moebius, Doug Price, Noebius ,. Doug. Rice, Mos careg F 
well you undevatand. Ye. decided thet the con avite was golng to be gone righ: is 
fdx diddé end so we did it. I must acknowledge the fine job thes Biek did in 
setting up and corrying: through | on Friday night, closine Satr udsy night and 
“in. genera managing ‘the evening. Late shift. Due to sowe last minute funds _ 
from the con comm, ‘She suite never hurt for drinkebles, or munchies. I pea | 
imagined a1 sorts of drudgery. which conld have. made the. con suite iuhabitable, - 
but very hepplly, my fears were never realized. Of ; che con itesel?, I eannot 
say- much, af T apent the majority ox tine: either out: eeting, ruuain g the 
sube or visithg in the suite or sleeping. . The aud ce of the con seemed to be _ 
“primarily neos, Trekkies, BS Gers, eni an occasionel SCA or Shar Wars type. A 
few out-of towers éid come, mach so" ‘my del ight eu: 26 TOE. ene ane 
heas. Belges from a Avhor, ag well as Taney Tucker. > inde ae ahd 


aera 
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irrpressible Bob Tucker. Bob himself saved the ¢éf day when he graciously stepped 
in to handle the GoH speech after Terry. Carr was forced to be sbsent by doctor's 
orders. All in all, it was pleasant to see the people that I did, and while I 

- would not have come a graat distance for it, the con was nice to have only a 
mile or so from home. Fairly inoceuocus, and fairly pleasant. -I appreciate the 
people who stepped in when asked and helped babysit the con suffe as things were 
winding down, such as Gretchen Van Down, Bill Leininger, and the rest. After 
this con and ConFUsion, I want to work some more! Somebody quick, help this 
poor femmefan, she has a case of the truly fannish traumas! 


& ee 


Wiscon Again, I was prepared for a rather dull, dogmatic con as Whecon so impressed 
last year, and was very nicely surprised. Decidely devoid of techies, 
Wiscon had a small number of fen from Minneapolis and Chicago there, and a sprinkling 
from the other midweet fannish conclaves. I missed all the programming on Saturday 
as I was helping huckster. for Dick Spelman, a local friendly Chicago bookdealer. 
Hm, well, I didn't see much of the programming on the other times either, and the 
only excuse I have is tat I found the people I knew at Wiscon infinitely more inter- 
esting. This is not s cafemnation of feminiam nor the feminist s.f. fen nor the 
Madison SF group; just an admission of my preferences at this year's con. I did 
miss Steven V. Johnson's presentation on Friday, which I do regret, as he is one 
of my favorite artists. I own a print of his, which I will pay Dick Smith for 
(and then own) Bal Soon Now. Ah, for those fellow sybaritic souls in G,, and ApaTech 
who enjoy such indulgables in life as pleasant soap, shampoo, bubble bath and 
scented oils, let me recommenfl a small shop on State St. in Medison called the 
Soap Opera. It has ea heavenly array of scented and netual (all in the same breath) 
soaps, bubble baths, lotions, oils, shaapoos that delights the eye and nose upon 
walking in. If anyone has eo fdftddy wlulfilied dream of a particular soap or 
bubbles, the Soap Opera willhhklp you make it come true dy¥dv fo Udddided de%dd/. 
Amazingly enough, the Madison Inn did not mess up the hotel reservations this year! 
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Yes, I Do Read Books Too, and Talk a Good Line! 
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Lately I have come into the pleasure of reading books I enjoy again. For some 
reason I hit an interval in which everything Iread. just didn't cogitate right, 
and either was not exciting or was too depressing. For the next .5 page, I shall 
sing the praises of some of the better that I have read. 


Mushroom:, The Story of the A~Bomb Kid by John Aristotle Philips end David Michaelis. 
Surrounded by all the ereeg bright and brilliant physicists, astronomers and 
engineers that I em in G,, I occasionally get overwhelmed by the metion of particles, 
magnetic theory, mathematical derivations or other »ytes in the rear. Mushroom 
helped put in ali. in perspective again. Philips simost manages to make his sory 
sound as if any good techie could degign an A~Bab, given of course that you have 
Charles Dyson as your advisor, and MacNeil on the faculty as well. The other 
intimate (and hilacious) details of Philips’ undergraduate diddd years at Princeton 
reveal the basically precocious and punster personality of the Mushroom Kid. Not. 
aimed at a highly technical audience, I recommend this book to techies ANYWAY because 
it does such s delightfully terrific job of telling both the scientific (sort of} 
and human (hileriously) side of trying to survive beig an undergraduate at Princeton 
AND ALSO consciously acting on anti-nuclear proliferation (NOT SOLELY ANTI-NUCLEAR) 
beliefs. Thenks for Bill Leininger for the nifty Christmas present (the book not bab). 


Songs From the Stars by Norman Spinrad Going from the rather light-hearted and 
serious au autobiography above, to 2 fiction work which dwells on the white/good/clean 
technology/society vr. polluting/had/technology/society theme did wonders for my 
philosophical outlook... Acknowledging that this work is set in southern Cellifornia with 
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all ‘of Spinvad'd usud? California trappings, tae soelety whick is .set up 


as the clean, non-polluting, "true" lifestyle depends solely on energy 


systems which utilize wind, muscle, water, and sun as their sources. 

EFagies form a basis of transportation which seem e combination of a solar 
cycle, hang-glider and tricycle. iis society exists on the basis of a 

tribal structure, and looks with great fear and loathing upon Mysitds 3/ 
Pidddddd the evil society and technology which lurks just over the mountains 
eastward - the spacers. This fear and dread ‘s double-sided however, for 
products which are "grey" in both technology and energy sources are traded 

by citizens of this "dite" (clean) society from the spacers (or weilders 

of "black" technology and energy). The conflict between the differing ideologies 
and social structures. of the cwo groups is the basis for most of the book, 
inviving Clear Blue Lou and Sunshine Sue, 2 citizens/leadgers of the 
clean/white society. When presented with an opportunity to judge the uses 

of petrolem and nuclear based technology by the spacers, Clear Blue Lou must 
face some fundamental advantages /disadvantages of advanced/polluting technology 
versus exploration in space. Sunshine Sue who dreams of a MeLuheneaque 

global village system of communication for her society, must also make similar 
decisions and trade-offs in technology and lifestyle. How is it possible 

to compromise pollution and clean living, havng a non~petrolewm and-polluting 
free space ship? Spinrad doesn’t provide all the answers, but does spin a 
fine tale around basic -philosphical and social adjustments techies and everyar 
else may have to make in lifestyle and energy usage in the near future. 

There aren't any pure good guys, but good things win in the end. 


t++++ IT am so bored, I am just going to cali this: +++ 


WERE Nailing Comments *### 

(A/T # 11) 
One of the hazards with writing zines in bits and pieces scattered 
thoughout several months is that one's mood can and does change ag the pges 
and months sliv by. Since the above reviews fhave typed their illustrious 
way across this page, another con and more good stuff has come my way. 
Today is piso St. Paddy's dey. And I want to party. And are there people 
around me who want to party? Wo. Great,terrific. Dick is off to a 
DECUS meeting, and so I am sitting and typing fanzines rather than partying 
and drinking green beer like I would rether be. My drinking green beer 
is not solely dependent on Dick, but I just thought I would mention thet 
he is elsewhere lest the question come up as to why am I not out drinking 
green beer with Dick? Isn't life fun. 


Ali right, all vight, enough with the grusps. Let's get on with the 
econmmentary and ravings on last ish: 


Bill R. Yup, you're right, you will hear "I told you" every time something 
goes wrong and the country and economy skid their way to the Crash 

of '82. TI have yet to see indications otherwise. I sam not going to waste ny 

good breath on what is going to happen to the progress that women heve made, 

and its going down the drain in good old Moral Majority dictates. I am 

not even going to bother. I will just move .to Milwaukee and have my 6 kids 

and the heli with the future. I am in & terribly grumpy mood so I shan't 

discuss politics.//Space progrems huh? Withhis budgetary priorities, the 

only way space seems to have any chance with Raygun is to eleverly disguise 

itself as militaristic. How feasible would it be to convert the laser into 

& peaceful energy supply?//Wnat does that elusvie coment that only I will 

understnad of that? (page 2, paragreph 2)//YOU hope your fears, er sorry, 

I mean, my fears prove unfounded, gads I hope mine doi//Re yr ct Doug: 

yes, take a look at how much food the Communist countries import, think of 

the osychoiogical impact of withdrawl of Western (read USA) wheet, and why 

is Reayeun Incapable of maintaining the psychological pressure of the ambarga? 


Ditte Oho 8s ase ot 
Rod Yes, I did see you at Marcon; welcome to the annual. G,, reunion cont// . 

Hm, you may not write with a southern accent, but in. conversation the 
other day;:friends. and I were commenting on the-style.of-British books. I can oO 
usually tell when a novel (detective, .witever) has been written by a British is 
author asthe sentence structure is slightly different, with emphasis placed on | 
different phrases, ete. than American English. I meen it just reads and sounds 
British in mynind. But then maybe my mind is jzt pure Anglophiliac... 


David D. Levie Your Windycon sowida a bit hectic and very fuli of techies as mine 
wes. I managed to. sucessfully hide with some close G.,, friends 
for most of the duration of Wadycon as I was too lost too soon after NOreascon in 
the awful too big crowds of the con. It was delightful to have everyone over 
at my house on Sunday afternoon, and I sort of felt reaffirmed in my closeness 
with G,,.//Your excursion through Lovely 'Lidnois and Hoosierstate sound scenic. 
Conclave for me was not centered arcund G,,. which was fine, aa 1 began to make 
some new and fine friends. I do remember the chocolate party again, hm, which 
rennds me, maybe that is when G,, began its adolescence that continuted at Ishercon! 
The TV distrubed me strongly, a8 I go to cons. not to watch Sat. night television 
but to be with the people that I cam't be otherwise.//Ishercon is always senti- 
mental for me, but this year I found myself cavght between people, rush, impo- 
 kiteness and too much intensity. Maybe next year.//Re yr ct somewhere in your 
gine that I use ellipses a lot: I did but I have stopped when more people were 
getting confused than not. Seme for my con reports.//Make that my extended verrion 
of con reports. // oa a ee” & 


The reat of you enjoy spring and 


Marthe. ConFusion and the rest of the eastern midwest cons are & different breed 

“then the usual. west midwest cong, I have discovered. You may forgive 
them, but will they forgive you for being from the west-midwest? Cryptic comment 
4 57h. //Contrary to my initial impressions, I actually enjoyed working at Capricon! 
There was no hassle with any one in the con suite {although Dick was the one who . 
had to close at 5:00 AM, nota), or at least not any that vere unforgivable. . But 
then I was not 6 member of the offici¢vdeial con comm, and didn't have to deai , 
with the ghods~-on~-high-hotel folks. Anytime enyone wants another friendly con 
suéte, jst let me know. // a 


ine. 


Mishe RAEBNC but when will we eee you sgain? 


Gads, somecue else who knows what CAI is?? I thought I was all alone 


Self Go shend, rant, rave, sbout TV and not computers. See how far it will get you. 


Jamie Hi. miss you at the midwest G,, gatherings. . Denver? //Thanks for liking mv 
_Noreaseon report,as I began tO sometimes wonder if it was even worth the 


wil? talk more to you in a later z 


Mike -- 


= effort of putting anything non-computer related here anymore.//Was very nice to 
‘4 be able to talk vith you ead see your face at NOreascon. 
eh ‘ j f 
P| a Greg Really liked your illos on your spaceship gine!//{ am continually surprised 
Soa to see you at midwest cons, aa I think of you as one of our G,, persons-in~ 
pt abscentia, so don’t be amazed when I look surprised and hug you helio a&% the tiae. 
£85 Thanks for nforming that Jupiter & Saturn were those 2 bright things I kept seelug 
2 e & in the sky, as I was vondering. The derivations I skip over, but liked the iilos. 
oP a 2 . 
aa rot $s Domne Geod luck on your new abode and your new ventures. //Roxamne ~- ditto. : 
a ee a ‘ er 
n a ; : ’ ; ‘ 
Set Bibliotech (Jon) Welcome, albeit briefly and in passing.//fm, an 8-yr. old boa 2 
See 4s a bit much too old for me. I think a 1 week o1d one would = 
g 


be tea much for me. A friend of the family hed one oi I only admired it from efsr. 


Gordon Very neely at zine.//Re yr ets "fandon/family": ‘presently I find myseif 
ie peing in the process of making close fannish friends that ere not G,, cen- 
& tered, and eam cavght in a love/hate conflict between earing abou the good Tn peop. 


and veing wlaned ab thelr ebendase of excluvielty.//Please come beck sometime. 


